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Dlrector'l COhill" I mlbllaAllro 

Director's Column 
Not mlny Singlpcre!lll!l knaw11at Shu..,.. Lin Mooasll!ry, lho! 
familiar landmark it 001 end of To;! Payoh. 0012 played a 
• ignffiColnt ",II! ;"Iho! bcilding Df the IIYrrno Road. In the 1!l3Os, 
YOiUnIHB 1rom around Southeast Asi. werl! trained to drt.<e at 
the mon .. ll!ry befcn! lho!y ~ .. nt ta lhe 8urrno Rood ta 
IianIPOl"l milll!rlil to China In the SIno-Japanese war. 

Linking Burml and Chin .. the Burml I\oad was used to ferry 
equipment ~nd Wilr rnm.rial in ''''f)Ort of China;'" Ihe 1937 
_ belweI!n Ch;"1 and JapiIn. Cutti1g IlYaugh r'OU\11 mountain 
0UTtIy ""d strW:h;"g 1,130 Icm long. ~ pl¥"d a cruciallogisticll 
role in supplying Chinese forces slrilting II Ihe invading 
.l;lpanese "'my. 

Thil.'s i IeISOll In history IIliT. we learnt from one of our Lee 
Kong Chion RI!seardl Fellows, ooe '" the first two """"".me," 
....no CDfTIpl!'ted the FeibMhlp IlICII!ntIy. In this Issue '" 81b11oAi1i. 
)'OIl wi! get 10 """ wlliT.lhey did, in two exImct5 from their 
papers thlrt th!'f PI 0!!5eI rted soon after completing tIv!Ir resea.m. 
The otI1er fe"lure ""Plora In.. ... rly I!dualion of Maloyan 
genllemen by lhe 8rliish colonials. In case ~u think II Is Just 
inotl1er piece of 1"l!SIlIIn:h on early edlia.liOT1, be prep'lred to 
be surprised: you' . ftnd that edUCMloo In the 1800s WiIIn't as 
slr;!iglrtk:lrward as it would seem. The educato'" OlI"tIinly r.ad 
mare than good English;,., mind, wnen th!'f wrote textbooks 
~nd tried to ~ kGls thefiner points "'the English I~nguage. 

The two reseiI.m prqects ihcMr how rood1 benlftt the lei! Kong 
Chion Reseorch Fe~owship hu brought to the tulianll Lib",ry 
:sI1ICI! we liIurdled ~ In 2005. WIth thtlrspedfic areas of l_ 
Ind dedic:atioo, La! Kong Ckiln Resean:h Fe~ows no... added 
ID the field'" reseiI.m In Slng,apore. filling gaps In lho! NiT.Ior\iIl 
LInry'. ccIection!I and add;"g to the IIEriIlIbIe _Ith of heritage 
ind irchiVilllnlormatlon on IOCII history. The Fe~owshlp has 
1100 helped uslD d .... !lop the apability of referml2 lib""i..., .. 
ind boosted the use of our ho!rIIilge collections. 

It i. certlinly willi _ hcpod for wr.n _ IlundJed the 
Femowshlp. Dpen to local as \WII as !M!15N5 researchers who 
pilin ID make u .. of lho! exceIlenl coneclioll!l Ind faci'li ... in 
the Lee Kong Chlin Reference Lbary. the fellowship Is part of 
our efforts ID ostabIish the Natio .... 1 Library II a preferred slap 
for Aslin corrtent. II welcomes researchers with InWresI5 In i 

wid!! rango Df IDFIia. For proof, leak oul for pipe'" II1d artid .. 
from more Resei!d1 Fenows in su~nt iSSUK of BiblioAsia. 
and)'OU ' seewhat_ mean . 

other inlerefting topics coming your way include knowledge 
managen'll!!nt in scroos, and 1he influellCl! of the Chinese press 
in the region on Chinese OJItu~ and eihnicity. But whyWOlit for 
lho! articles to be published in BiblioAsia? Come down to the 
Nation~1 Library to watch ~nd he;or the next bIrtth of Research 
Fellows present their findings in ,:.ersan. At the sessions, )'OIl' . 

get the dJ;ollCl! to interact wilh them ~nd ask them foIlaw .... p 
qul!Slioru on their rl!5eIrch. II's In part of the N'lionlI Ub",ry's 
inter;oct.~ ;oppro;>eh 10 learring ind to st:m~ iii greater intaIest 
in research. Do look OUI for I1!W$ on the next presentations on 
the NLB website it _.nlb.!JOII.sg 

This Issue of B:blloAsIa promises marl! thill resea.m pitct5 from 
lho! Fl!llowship. We rnntinue to feitu", artides bo!led 11'1 the 
rnmKtlonsln 1he NatIonal Ubrary, to gl¥e~u I glimpse InttJ the 
rid! heritage coneclions 1r..t we have in 1he lee Kong Chion 
Re!erl!1ICI! Ubrary. You' get to INIT'I more ai:Joul I'1dlan festivals 
in Singapore, and find out 0Ib0u1 how p!qlle borP!lWed money 
In the early dl)'S of1h1s country. Long beforl! Shenton wayftled 
up with binks and A1M machines, the btJsiness district - n it 
WlS lhen - was already ai:Jound with opf)Ortunltll!!5 tnd aYenUI!5 

for ~spiring businessmen and hopeful illlllls\l:lr:'l to riilise some 
capital lor their busil1l!5Sl!5. Not an W!R! official of course, but 
they certainly worked. W~nt tofind out mare? Visil our web5i\e, 
e.pIare the Digital Library, or rnme down to lho! Lib",ry lor. 
ck:lser look. 

And. '" course. If you iI'1! nlM'llI5pired to do i little resean:h of 
your cwn, I .. """Jld ~ke 10 ena>U"9'you to1linklbout bea>ming 
i LN Kong Chlin ReI8iin:h Fellow yourself. The details ind 
applic.1licn form. Ire Inilable at 011 reception coun1e!s in am 
rnmrnunity ind reglonoillbrarle5. imd iloo on our NLB W!bsIte 
at YNNII.nlb.g""',sg The next intlke closes in Aug"",, "" th .... '. 
stili plenty of time. Meanwhne. happy readlngl 

Ms Ngian Lak OIoh 
Director 
National Ubrary 
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·t t'- h Hge ~ Chlb 
( .. ) In Slng_po r, . 
.... UitheII of the Mel 
lilt "" IMIr IoaI CI*llIWiIf 
hind offi(~ to 11I'1j)1e"'e,,: 
............ ".iQI • ..,. 
MtwDlk .CUId !he ~ 

'Iht ChN IIdef hind ~ 
mone), to purtllU' 
med lutlon. mta lul 
~~fDodrd 
mitt-I)" Mrdwere IIId1 IS 
pl.nu, untl, tlllch, 

e,' ·'IISn ... $ ... 11I . ....... oglhco.rr-~ 
pop ........ inID. ~ fora; In aqut GI ChN. 

DRIVERS AND MECHANICS 
FROM NANYANG (*"$ftLr.) 

Ir1 response 10 the Chlntsl gOYtmmenl'l r.quen for 
~ from ~f'lQ.lhe Crw.. Relief "'"" published 
IN Irs! IKnnn.nt: I'IC7tQ ~ Iij lin 1 foebruIr)' 193". 

AI'!IOfI9 the andloMt.­
who ,,"ponded _" 
,ppllc.nb who hId 
boi.o.mllDnasa hid 
*y hIIld drtmg skIk. 
At lht IImt t lmt. 
Informr.ion fnIm CI*I!t 
IndIo:.mI IIMI tne rn.dI 
I'IqIftd MII.,iIIy good 
drtmg ~ 50 1t'c CWN 
~ IVoddldi:ild to .. 
drloeound 10 at.1S h. 
DrMnsi iMtiIW. 

AfIIr bUgiCUld d-.b __ CIIIIIlCId" caoCklnoa ........ 
drMn; bras MIl I $1Ilo':o __ ..... tW wtiIe D'IhIn 
__ tII'::.d.- 0UIram "'*i 1riIW't, 1tII_ n.cc. tid 
bnic dlMng stIIs MItI .r'I .mpty midi.. wt..n f\II'ther 
InbmMIDn onlatd a:tI~Qme 1/1, ... _ fir ... 

* a kuth nf·..., ..... bn:hn .... ,c*td tomilk.l 
fOld CDncIIIDnI Wi ChIrwi Dr 1frtIi'I!I undlclftl'l DI'i II'iOi1I 

ditfIoJlt wrntln lin NeD TItw Ibd ( ... " And tilt ~1ICb 
IllllIloIdId'lo 1nc1lO. drMr1\1 dII'IlcuIty. 

on-....too CllU!d not drHt __ sont \0 the Drlwlng tnSlilute 
1ou1td., Shulng ti1 Mon..-y. The axl"dlnMor'l LoIcUHd 
I.4r NIJ AlIt Huan (.-). Mr!AI Boll r..,.no!. trw.lnO 
COII.I.1M fIr"'- ~ • group of ~ d!Mr5. 

n. SiIuing Ullrolllnldll)'_ bnt.d In lage ~ .... I,QW 

,,"om Pong (ftII)~ lie 1.....:IedVei~ .. H\II 
( .... )'10 be the tint Abbot. 1\ Wft the tm: ~Ist 
rrnQ5tery in SWIg.,... MId one oJ tt..ltrgest '" hi ~on. 

Mr Ng reCiiIled training .nd tilting Ihe undid_its _ the 
Shulng Un MonlSlMy, Ind dtscrtb.clltw trllnlnglDcMtlon 
DI "vel)' big pIacI!" tI1l1 _1ICqUIr.cI ~ Ihe!lD*l'IITItl'lt 
MIld !he pcm_ hDullrlg dtYtIDpmIm JIi'DIKU. Dr Low 
(ha1!IJin. ~ of Mr Low lam I'ong, ...... t:Ici;i¥CI tIMt 
!he tr*I~ _ conalldifd "bIthIlhe tIn'fI\e:" wt.ert 
'entry CIIU!d IR ...- !If tht omn . , not neceM&I'J 
1hrar.9ItiJe tel."*,, jIr.iI' , Althl bid: oIthi ~_ 
• IIiKt crf ~ IMd oMth _ iWds. 

On 1 AiIf 1m, I.4r l.., K«1K1f II1I.:I. naZrfor mort 

¥OIunWftS ItId diM tt<'.tUItmeftt effDnl '" S!~, 
ii.,Wtitgft ntennnlni oflOOMmI"I~ ~...no 
_tl'llined It. 'diWt\t katlDll"th rough '*"""" kit 
.tIDut 111_ -a . .... 1hIn reo::om" ... dlKl DIhtr ow.. 
AeWFund IDa! Dffic:Is 1I:)1dopI .... 1Ir~ IDpn:a6.0 
mort ~ ~ lilt 'cbIInt iocmIn with rough 
_1IIIi" _ probIiItt till t.Id beInI IN rna _). 

ON TO THE BURMA ROAD 

Qullcfed ~ rfal'l'l NIIIJeI'9 w_o-d In ShgIopcre 
to bill. biIdI. Nt . , fttIN8y II1d AMguIt 1919. 1bout 
l.JflO' .au_11ft 11'\ .... bIldIK. Tt.1I\IjDItIy_ 
0Ir- IIl!r\, IU tt.... -. .. niIra, ~ end lour 
Chine5e _ n° ( ................ ~ n,_ 
YViunl1!e", we ... known D Orlw", Ind Med1lnk::1lrom 
N.ny_ng (.Hr.). Abaut 1,000 aI' thIm ~I.d '" MI'IIct, 
1,CIC(J II!IIIed in Chinalnd oIh." lllum.cl 'lei Nlll)IIrIg .n.r 
the_r. 

Chi ... ·1 WIOI1ifTe!e1der OIling te.I ~(.1i'~ ) wold II),( 

tt. 'oIOk.mees' "~offtf rII-.blD!he IXI.I"IIIy .. 



in "-.... fA aw. "- not 
.., brougllllllflfrill &id 
10 Chl"- III thI _ of 
..... don, ... bu1 till_ 
~.uod 10 thI ¥IIOItd 
tMt the Ch.M'M ptopIot 
1 •• ,...-. ... ufliMd 'DJ ..... , .. , ~\)". ' 

OnIIII".........,\IIto 
_ tnrcd In ft Orimg 

Insl ihlll WIJ Mr Wu 

"' .... 
MR WU HUI MI 

Mr Wu Hili Min ( •• It ) 
_ baTt In H.",". Chii'll, 
Ind Clme til Slnlll'port' In 
lD4 iM1., 1It_,S)UiS 

old. In Slnll.pore, he woiUd for th~ Wu ~sotlatlon ..-.d 
had ttw ClpportUnlty to rHd IN Chlntil ~".iS_ry 
day. ~ ul)dllted him with ~b 04 tho SI~ 
~ _, and M ~ in fund.f1l!lklg K1MIIti 
like sel11n; 'Iowe ... , .tt,nded raJlJe.J ..-d bo)wtted --
in IB, HIONtI tdInd ''' I01M.. , and MrW" r.II 
it dNp _ 01 ... ~ -ad 111 CIIIIIIbb kr .. cit IN 
_ MfanI.. lit flit tIwIlw ltd not "-. '-111 NUn 

~ .. bel_Nt _,... .ftUc:l lID~ IwCOlA1 
in a Iinw oJ 0'& 

IG ~ Ike Mr 'NU, \t'e ..... t):n..,... III #'IIir 
hor1'IIS '-d InItlitttd • ~ in IfIotoIdI ttwr I7I1'1Sbm1d 
foe __ c:I ~ kM:"*, III'brtI '" • IS" ~, 
IIIIW~oJ':I.nj I .. , .... 

DImg INa ...... Mr 1M! CMM 

KIOBINnoIiot b-......., 
tar the IuImt Road. 811d_ 
1o~flththqUn 
~. All IN IOOU!Iftn 
MIl' in 'he 0riwInG ~ .. 
_Irahtd t¥ NtrucIcn. lhty 
startrd the dll)' with mIIi'I1 ll1'iJ 
_rd~, ,lid mllltitry 17.lnIri9. 
Ifter wnlch lhey h.d drMnll 
ItiSOn,. A few 17.1~ Ih.rMI 
it t1ildr. Ind look Wrl1S to drMi=. 

Attar tlvM ...... Iks of Irllnin;. 
lIAr Wu JoIttId SOlI 01Mr1 to .. 

form !he ninth bMd\. They st.,.ad '11M GfWI So.Jthern 
Hcahnd Ifit SingitpIn on 14 Augu!t '919. AI e I1rI\, tt.., 
grihnd .T~ Ibpr1M and I!ftbT...p.g .... MJbcu 
III 10 11m. The haJbcur wn t¥ thwt itlrudy cllM'llad with 
"",pie who hid COOle 10 _d lh1im aft. Allha WIllI foRnll 
Oinll (*M) I~ the harbour It 1 pm. 111. CI'OMtJ NrIII to 
lInCOur.ge the volunlMrS and 10 bid "thtm 1._11' •. 

TlIE SOOK CHING MASSACRE 

On 7 Feb'u11)119Q, Japa'I bIQIn 1M ~ 01 !ilI9IPIII" 
.,.'5 FeIIna!y,lht IritisllIIitd ..... Iid M:I S/ngitpIn 
baai,k s,or- 'Mal- On 11 febNwy, 1M ' ... .,11. 
U;d;id"SooiI: C!WIg" '_*H)ID *dNn "" .. nI­
JIpIi_ . 1.IIEf:>"". 

All .... Chi-oeIe btl .. " the f9IS (1/ t. trod 50 hid 10 
,~ .: file ,tlI) pom;; I[ I'IOCI\ 0I'It 1II1twn _ 

,.., 1iI!!sIr, ""'-ri-"""_ ~ __ 'J ......... Itd 
b Olingi IMdt "j..IslOll:lD .... III"" ClIittlgI ,..... 
gf w. ~U" h:Ir l'!IIIMion. 

an. IIIb ~ III Soot 0*'lI_ ............. u.ng, 
~cI stu.Ig ~ MIll y, v.tohld....., II'W0iN 
IIeirI" Nld ID fttittII;:sh tIw DIM"" IMIitution ."... IN 
"""""Y. 

VENERABLE PU UANG" 

Venerablel'U Uang ( .. HI (,I!'IW 1CJ Slngaponli In 11111. 
111917, he became the 10th Abbct d 5nuing lin MonIiit.). 
From 1937 til ~ tl(tQJtlon, Ihl v.. ... bI. Mt'VId.1 tha 
chlirmln of the Chlnisl 8uddhlsl ASloclltlon 
( ....... ), I Buddhist o:hIrlty .nd 1Od11.lIOdltlon. 

'ienel1li:lle I'U liIng had '-- diidpilil b .. itt him In tcmpI~ 
trIIrwgement. serving 15 In ICCotM'llln't itnG • da!t:. IaItI 



~ssisbln\s were 'Ye!Y devtrted'" 
to the Venelilble. 

The Venerable was a highly 
regilrded and well-re5pected 
IJ!rSOO 'Atoo enjoyed wide support 
across different sectors of the 
Chinese community. During the 
Sino-Japanese war, he wa5 
Involved In various actMtles to 
5Upport1he China Relief Nnd lIld 
help war victims. A Chinese 
~r descrbed him iI5 'wry 
active in reliefworlc"'. 

On Vl!5lk Day in 1939, he worked with the China Relief 
Fund to launch the -Shuang Lin Monll5tery Vesak. 
Diy Vegetarian Meal Fund Raising Event' 
(.~."' ••••••• "II*). Held on 28 May" in the 
monastery, It attracted 'a few thousand' participants and 
raised about 510,000 (Straits Dollars). It Wil5 ctM!ll!d by 
major newspapers". 

In early 1942, during Soak Ching, a 9rouP of Jap.llnese 
soldiers anived at the Shuang Lin Monil5tery to arrest 
Vener~ble f'u Liillng. They had to force their ~ in, and 
upon errtering, .,ested the Venerable and hi5 two disciples 
immed;.rely. The rest of the people well! ordered to sqUilt 
along the corridors.. The soldiers proceeded to search the 
Vener.ble's rooms. .nd opened trucks and lockers. Dr I..ow" 
Cheng Jin, who wa5 present, believed tI1l1t the Japanese 
Wl!!1'f! looking for evidence of Vl!IlI'!I'Ible Pu Liang's 'anti­
Jipilne5I!' actMties. Mr Ng Aik. Huan, the China Relief Fund 
I!!ader, believed that the Japlne5f! found some belongings 
lind marlcnng matl!riil5 belonging to the OrMng Institute·s 
volun~'". 

Venerable Pu Liang, hi5 two disciples and others in the 
monastery Wl!!re taken to the Jalan BC5iIT Inspection point 
Most of the peopIewho iepOi te;lID.IiIIan llesiirwere reIciIsed 
about a week later, but the three Veneribles did not reoium. 
The mon~stery sent people to SNrch for them, but they 
could not find them. They and!.lr Ng concluded that the 
Japanese had executed the Venerables. 

A TARGETED ARREST 

Although Venerable Pu Liang had p.IIrtidpated actively in 
support of ~ief work. for the war, many other Buddhist and 
Taoist orgilnisations had held similar eventJ. For eumpie, 
in July 1939, a _n-day Chinese opelil was put up if. T1in 
Fu Gong (~ .... ) to llIise funds for the China Re~ef Fund". 

Feature I CIIiblioAlll 

The Chinese Charrber of Commerw - whose d1airman WlIS 

Mr Tan Kih Kee, lipan's mostWilnied man - managed Tian 
Fu Gong. Yet, dllTing the Jap.nese ocr:uplti(ln, temples'O 
managed by tI1e Chinese Chamber of CorMI!rcI! we~ not 
disturbed". Vener.ble$ from major Buddhist institutions" 
that partidpil.ed in memorial selVices and Chiml ReUef Fund 
activities _~ also left ooharmed. 

For eximpie, Venerable Rui Vu c.flI) Abbot of Seng Hong 
Temple ( __ .), hid dOi"\ilted mon!'f' and participated 
in China Relief Fund proQRII11me5. AftEr Venelllble Pu Li;rg's 
execution, he became li1e ChillTllin of the Chinese Buddhist 
Assodation and sought permission from the Japanese 
authorities to resume the association's activities"'. 

In general, J.panese troops Wl!!1'f! advised not to disturb 
religiouli institutions". Then!fo~, the Ja~ solders who 
went to Shuang Lin Monastery probably knew whom they 
Wilnted and whilt -crimes- they had committed. 

The BuITllil Road was seen as Chlna'slTliljor lifeline, and b 
.llpanese hid attempted to terminate it through diploinalic 
and mi l iary means. "The fall of Singapore was pei"Cl!iwd is 

a means fOrlhe Burma Road 'to be completely cut off in 
the near futu~' . 

Even thour;. Venerab!e Pu LiIIng had offered oolythe p/¥icaI 
place, the Driving Institute was seen as part of the larger 
networlc to supply volunteers to the Burma Road. ShUilng 
Lin Monastery was ~ported in the pre55 a5 a recruitment 
and training ground for Wllun~ 10 the Burma Road, and 
tfilining WlS conducWd in tI1e open. \'isible to people around 
the monastery, so It was not difficult for the Japanese 
to know about its activities. From the Japanese 
perspecthle, 'lIOIurrteers' m1!ilnt 'guerlllis"'. 

This may hlve ecpIained ~ tI1e Venerable',j roorTG and the 
monaslelywere se;lI"d1ed. USUiIIy, Japanese soldiers would 
Irrive to inform residents .bout in$pedions. but<Mluld not 
S&rc:h the place. 

Ug most of the victims from Jalin BC5iIr InspecUoo Point, 
Venerable Pu liiing and hi5 tv.o tisciples were likely executed 
at Chingl beach. The Venerable was probibly the only 
Chinese Buddhist religious leader exea.Itedll, and he and 
his two dlsdples probably the only Chinese Venerables 
WlCUted during Sook Ching. 

A POW WJTNESS 

A British prisoner-<rf-war may hiM! witne5sed tI1e 1I!l!I!CI.Ition 
ofVeneiable Pu LIIIng. Mr John HlmllIDn wadge", a Corporal 
(SeMce number ~69J. WiI5 part of tI1e 1bj;II/vrrI'f SeNicr 

" 



BblklAll. Cli FellIn 

COrpi , tt.<;hed to the S3rd Inf~ntry Brig~de of the 1ath 
Division. Following the fill of Milaya, the lath Division 
retre.ted to Sing,pore and was ,ssigned to protect the 
northem shores of Singapore. On the diy of iUrrender on 
15 Februllry 1942, the 53rd Brig&(le WlS stationed &iQr,g 
llrilddell Road. 

Mr Wadge'l gra.p hid moved southwards along Thomson 
road and taken shelter in an abandoned house, the ronner 
resldena! of a Mlche~n empla;ee who hid been evilQJated 
from Singapore. They had been taken !IS prisoners of war 
In this house and transferred 10 the Chingl area. 

Mr W&<:!ge witn(!$$(!d three ChinO)$(! monk$ in robes being 
executed at the be;Kh. 

HISTORY REMEMBERED 

1M Shill", Un _-, In lDII5. 
C .... O,,,,,W.'l.ZOO5. 

The volunteers 10 the 
Bur ..... RoId and their 
supporters were 
people from &II wab 
of Ii.e. lh!~ dec:isioos 
and &ctions were 
propelled by a 
QJlturally-conditioned 
world view, and 
through their actions, 
these individuilis 
became the 
embodiments of 

globl~1oca1 forces. Their stories enable Ulto understand 
how in ewnt i'lfIuenced and impactEd intflViduals, and how 
tllelr actions shaped the course of the Sino-Japanese War. 

As the pl'tt! where voh.lnteers were , ,,ine\l ..,d whose 
Abbot p;aid iI heiivy price during Soak. Ching, Shilling Lin 
Mon,Jtery is one of the few in5titutions'o relmld to BUmII 

Road volunteers th;;t sbll elIist, IIIiki'Ig it i "living" institution 
and, depositoryfor the r'\JIion's collective soda! rnemorie$. 

The monastery was gilzetted as iI Nationill Monument on 
17 OcIiJbI!!r 1980, and hils I!mbarked on I restoration project 

thirt. continues 10 this diy. 
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The early part of the 20th century saw a 
huge shift in colonial educational policy 
across the British Empire, with the 
beginnings of a strict limitation on 
teaching English to native subjects. 

This starkly contrasted with previous 
attitudes within educational policy, 
where English would be taught -
particularly in India - with the hope of 
"civilising" the natives. The English 
language in 19th century British imperial 
policy was conceived of as an imperative 
civilising force - a tool for the 
enlightenment of the savage barbarians 
the British ruled over in the tropical 
exploitation colonies. 

In contrast, 20th century attitudes towards the teaching of 
English to natives grew more conservative. The growth and 

consolidation of the British Empire by the early 20th century 

showed how important" native education" was becoming 

to colonial governments as an ideological tool· but English 

education could be both an important implement as well as 

a highly dangerous one. 

The problem with English was that if too many natives spoke 

it as well as Europeans and became as highly educated as 

Europeans, they would necessarily challenge European rule 
- particularly the race-based exclusions which prevented 

them from rising to higher levels of power within the colonial 

state machinery across the British Empire. English was thus 
used as a discretionary tool to both civilise and tame 

native subjects. 

The bulk of this interpretation of British educational policy 

in colonial Malaya stems from an examination of a series of 

Malayan-centred textbooks produced in Malaya in the 1930s 
in order to create a more" Malayan-centred" education 

distinct from an English education, which only had English 

and European references at their core. 

A symptomatic reading of these Malayan textbooks from 

the 1930s will show the engineering of an elite English­

speaking sensibility across the different" native races·, or 

non-European races of Malaya - and is a way in which one 

can discern the ideological foundations of the Malayan 
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"collaborative elite,· or a native bourgeoisie that would 

serve as the intermediaries between European colonials and 

the rest of the labouring colonised masses. 

English in Malaya served as an instrument of power as it did 

within all British colonies. Used to separate master from 

servant, colonial from colonised, citizen and subject, it was 

a language of the elite, a language of the colonial state. The 
better one spoke English, the more one could rise up within 

the colonial state mechanisms - hence, the British also 

considered English education in Malaya dangerous because 

they were afraid that educating too many natives in English 

would threaten the security of their privileged position 

in Malaya. 

Utilised by the British colonial state as a tool to structure and 

govern Malaya, English education in the 1920s became 

specifically reserved only for a distinctive elite class across 
the· major" races of Malaya: the Malays, the Chinese and 

the Indians. 

Only this elite class were allowed to learn English, and this 

elite were usually aristocratic in origin - indeed, the English 

considered it highly dangerous to allow anybody but the 

native aristocracy to learn English as this would give them 

delusions of grandeur. 

The colonial administrator Frank Swettenham argued in his 

Annual Report on Perak in 1890: "The one danger to be 

guarded against is to teach English indiscriminately. It could 

not be well taught except in a few schools, and I do not 

think it is at all advisable to give to the children of an 

agricultural population an indifferent knowledge of a language 

that to all but the very few would only unfit them for the 

duties of life and make them discontented with anything 
like manual labour .• (Stevenson 57) 

Further, the British felt that educating the "masses" in English 

would cause the bulk of the "native" population to revolt 

against British rule. As an editorial in the Ipoh English language 

newspaper The Times of Malaya opined, giving the Malays 

in particular a higher education "would be to put in their 

hands an intellectual weapon whereby they might attempt 

our undoing." (Stevenson 58) 

As such, English education was something which was 

throughout the British empire reserved solely for the elite; 
for the bulk of the rest of the non-white popUlation, 

Swettenham felt: "While we teach children to read and write 

and count in their own language, or in Malay, the 'lingua 

franca' of the Peninsula and the Archipelago, we are safe", 

and that "Beyond that I should like to see the boys taught 

useful industries, and the girls weaving, embroidery and mat 

making." (Stevenson 58) 
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English was thus associated with the intellect, power and 
control- and only knowledge of English would allow one 
to access these three things within the colony; however, on 
the other side of the coin, non-white "vernacular" languages 

such as Malay. Chinese and Tamil. were institutionally linked 
with manual labour and low status within the colonial state 
and society. 

Hence. within the colonial state, English was institutionalised 
as a language of the elite - and only those who were elite 
were allowed to access this language. 

As English also became the language of the colonial state 
and the language of the administration and the bureaucracy, 
it became essential also for one to be able to navigate the 
rules of the society; not being able to speak English would 
also mean that one would be powerless against the judicial 
system, and not be able to understand how one would go 
about getting a job and starting a business. 

In this way, the British hoped to be able to control the non­
white population, because educating them in English would 
allow them access to knowledge about the colonial system 
- and very possibly destabilise the privileges which the British 
accorded themselves through colonial state institutions. 

English, therefore, functioned as a central tool of colonial 
power - by keeping the language of the state out of reach 
of most non-white people in the colonies, this meant that 
it would necessarily keep them under control as they would 
not be able to access information and understand enough 
to be able to negotiate the system. 

Through making elite natives speak and think a certain way, 
this would help the colonial state to maintain its control over 
Malayan society. This was done through the normalisation 
of a certain way of thinking, through making these elite 
Malayan subjects believe that things worked in accordance 
to the laws of the colonial state - to engender a Anglophiliac 
sensibility, sensitive and compliant to British interests. 

For this purpose, again, English was extremely important. 
learning how to speak English in a particular way for the 
Malayan elite would also mean that they would learn to 
think/ike the British, to share British values and become 
more 'westernised' and hence naturally favour the outlook, 
desires and goals of the European colonials; in other words, 
learning how to speak English in a particular way would 
show them how to think and sympathise with the British 
through the absorption of Western values. 

Textbooks were thus specifically engineered to teach the 
colonised to recognise themselves in certain ways: 
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• The colonised were taught to recognise themselves as 
elite in class, to recognise themselves as masters over the 
other non-white natives; 

• The textbooks tried to teach them their role as subordinate 
to the British, to teach them to accept the British as 
benevolent masters, to identify themselves as children vis­
~-vis their colonial masters who were trying to uplift and 
civilise them; 

• They taught the colonised elite to become Victorian English 
gentlemen through imbibing them with the sorts of 
Victorian upper-class distinctions that were endemic to 
the British public school system, such as notions of being 
from a "correct" background and the idea of team sports 
such as cricket, polo and notions of 'fair play' and being 
a 'good sport"; 

• The colonised were to understand the colony as being 
divided into races and to accept the truth of racial 
stereotypes and the importance of these racial stereotypes 
to good governance and rule over the colony. 

Ideological control of the non-white elite by the colonial 
state was specifically accomplished through the creation of 



a "Malayan-centred· education - so that when the Malayan 
elite subjec.1s read these textbooks, they would be able to 
clearly identify themselves in the positions of the subjects of 
these textbooks, and would be more easily and more 
completely ideologically convinced. 

Furthermore, they would learn to identify with how the 
British understood Malaya, and understand themselves 
through how the British understood them rather than from 
their own cultures. 

Through reading stories written by what editors call "men 
of distinction" - who were either colonial administrators or 
travel writers - Malayan elite children were taught to have 
great respect for the European point of view, the European 
way of thinking, and the European way of considering 
Malaya. 

The textbooks taught these elite Malayan subjects to further 
recognise themselves in a role which the colonial state had 
clearly marked out for them: the role of the colonised elite 
- the intermediaries between the British and the native 
masses. 

As such, they had to make sure that their subjec.1s knew 
who they were in terms of class, in terms of their being 
masters over the other poorer, non-aristocratic non­
white subjec.1s. 

Feature I OBiblioAsi. 

The narratives that make up these textbooks all portray as 
the subjects of their stories bourgeois, middle-class children 
who live in houses replete with important fathers, with 
mothers who take them shopping and who "lunch", and 
with the requisite racialised amahs, garclerers, caretakers -
all the underclass who labour happily to support the lifestyle 
of the westernized, bourgeois, elite child. 

In Happy Days, a textbook for Standard I or upper-primary 
school in contemporary terms, we are led through the life 
of the privileged child Rosie, her adventures in school and 
with her friends. Like a child of her class, Rosie has a Cook. 
a Gardener, a Chauffeur, an Amah - all of whom love and 
pet the child, and who the child is taught to take for granted 
should be serving her enthusiastically, so long as she is polite 
to them. 

"Saturday is the best day of the week. When Rosie wakes 
up in the morning, she is happy to think she can spend the 
whole day at home. She can do just as she likes all day. She 
can go to the kitchen and watch Coole. Rosie likes to see 
Cook working. He can do things so quickly and he knows 
where everything is. When he comes back from the market 
he puts what he has bought on the table and begins to 
prepare the meals. He brings meat. rice, vegetables, lovely 
red chillies, and many kinds of fruit. Rosie looks to see if he 
has got her favourite fruit. Now, I am sure you can guess 
what that is. It is the mangosteen. Amah cuts the shell for 
her and she enjoys the juicy white part round the seeds 
inside. Mummy says it is vel)' good for her too. " (27-28) 

Rosie's day is organised for her pleasure, and the servants 
in her house are assumed to be there also to provide her 
with innocent pleasure and amusement. 

Cook provides a visual, benign feast for Rosie with the exotic 
imagery of his shopping and his ritualistic preparation of the 
food. His shopping, of course, must be always mindful of 
the petted child, hence he buys her her favourite fruit, the 
mangosteen. 

Once Rosie is sated by the appealing visual performance of 
Cook - who is not even given a name, simply a job designation 
- her amah takes up the role of pleasing the child even 
further by knowing her place as a servant and proffering up 
the fruit to the child. Amah, additionally, is never given 
a name. 

In narratives such as this, therefore, the elite child is taught 
to assume that she or he should be served by the lower 
orders, and to be patronisingly respectful of them but that 
they should know their place vis-a-vis themselves. They are 
not taught to treat them as human, as equal to themselves 
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because they are not individuals - they do not even 
have names. 

But it is important that they are painted as happy, enthusiastic 
and grateful to serve their elite masters, and thankful of 
gratitude their masters bestow onto them for their service. 

If the native elite are taught that they are superior to the 
rest of the non-white subjects of the British colony, they 
however also have to be taught to accept as natural their 
inferiority to the British and the Europeans more generally. 

This means concretely that these native elite were specifically 
taught to regard the British as benevolent rulers who were 
driven by a mission to civilise - to uplift them from their 
natural states of savagery and teach them to be • modern" 
- to teach them to industrialise themselves, have better 
values, and to have respect for humanity in European terms. 

They were also taught to naturalise European superiority in 
relation to themselves, and to valorise the British as rulers 
who were the most desirable to have, especially in comparison 
with their own native rulers. 

This can be clearly seen, for example, in this textbook for 
the Malayan Cambridge 0 levels, in a historical lesson 
on Raffles: 

'In course of time the whole of the Malay Peninsula, from 
the British coastal colonies to the borders of Siam, became 
a British Protectorate. And the methods of this Protectorate 
have been as efficient and benignant as if Raffles himself 
had controlled it. Slavery, serfdom, piracy. rapine - all the 
worst miseries and savageries of that ancient land - have 
long died out. The deadly kris has lost its edge. Peace, order, 
justice are everywhere maintained. More than six hundred 
thousand schools have been established. Over a thousand 
miles of railway have been built and between t\M:) and three 
thousand miles of metalled roads. Tin mines have been 
opened up, and rubber plantations introduced. The material 
development of Malaya has been one of the economic 
wonders of the world. But the feature of the Protectorate 
which Raffles would observe with the deepest pride, were 
he alive _1. ~!IJe happiness of!lJe people. More prosperous 
than they have f!Vef been, safe at last from the old haunting 
fears, the old perpetual insecurity, tyranny and wars, the 
Malays are unquestionably happy. Singapore, then, the 
Queen of British Malaya, is Raffles' true memorial. He has 
been forgotten at times in London; he has never been 
forgotten there. Raffles Quay. Raffles Place, Raffles Museum, 
Raffles Hotel. Rafffes Ubtary; Raffles InstiMion. Rafffes Co/lege 
- everywhere the dty cries out his name. And in the centre 
of Raffles Plain - in front of him the azure roadstead with 
its crowd of ships from allover the world, behind him the 
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green peninsula with its millions of contented villagers, stands 
Raffles' statue, watching for all time over his child. There, 
if anywhere on earth. his spirit lingers at peace, his dream 
fullilled .• (219-221) 

First of all, it is posited that the Malays are the original rulers 
of the land -the land is termed the 'Malay' Peninsula rather 
than the Malayan peninsula. 

Secondly, it is subtly and rhetorically argued that British 
control is unquestionably superior to former Malay control 
over the land. Malays are related to savagery - 'Slavery, 
serfdom, piracy, rapine' are interminably interlinked with 
the poignant imagery of the 'deadly kris' ,symbolic of Malay 
power. This 'deadly kris' has given way to the glories of 
European civilisation by the logic of moving towards what 
the British consider a higher order of humanity. 



"Peace, order and justice" are considered to be a European 
preserve. The reader goes through this passage and relates 
Malay rule with the "deadly kris", redolent with backwards, 
savage Oriental despotism, and European rule on the other 
hand with all the blessings of industry and modernity. 

The British are also considered to have given the people of 
Malaya education through schools, industry through mines 
and rubber plantations, infrastructure through metalled 
roads. And for this, the Malay people should be grateful 
that their own despotic sultans have been replaced by the 
benign paternalism of British rule. 

It is painted that it is so logical that the Malays should accept 
British rule because of the blessings the British see themselves 
having brought to them - hence, these colonised elite children 
are taught that "the Malays are unquestionably happy." 

To top it all off, Raffles is posited as the benevolent founder 
to which these colonised elite children should be grateful: 
hence, the city should" cry out his name .• As he is portrayed 
as a god-like, benign figure, he watches over the city as his 
ghost rests, which these colonised elite children should pay 
homage to. 

As such, this elite is taught to be grateful to the British - and 
to their rule. The best sorts of natives, according to the 
colonial administrators, were ones who would know their 
place - meaning that they would want to be like the British 
but never challenge them. 

This sort of complaisance is reflected in a short story in one 
of the textbooks written by the colonial educationists, R.O. 
Winstedt. Called" Gula", about a Malay man Winstedt knew 
who was "so sweet he was like sugar", Gula's attitude is 
reflective of what a "real native" should be like. 

Winstedt's narrator asks Gula whether modernity has been 
good for him: 

" 'Yes, Dato,' I laughed, 'but the old order has changed a 
lot - hasn't it? The Raja came here today in a motor-car; you 
came by train. Your grandson talks to me in English. Is the 
change for the worst?' The peaceful life brought by the 
white man is very sweet to a tired old fellow, T uan; and the 
young men like the novelties of the day. As you say, my 
grandsons are clever. They talk English, and eam good wages, 
and make more money out of a good deal in rubber than 
my father ever possessed. " (115) 

The goals of this paper have been to flesh out some issues 
that indicate some of the trends in colonial education in 
Malaya in the 1930s: the historical role of English education 
in the colonial state of British Malaya, and the engendering 
of a specific type of elite sensibility that would cultivate a 
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certain class of rulers who would be grateful for their privilege 
and at the same time be subservient to European rule. 

This sensibility had two aspects: that of allowing these elite 
subjects to recognise their privilege and the" right ways to 
act" in relation to this privilege in their society; and to 
internalise their inferiority to the white man. 

The sort of distribution of power that resulted from this 
construction of an English-speaking elite sensibility, the sort 
of organisation of power in accordance to language - may 
go some way in indicating how colonial languages manage 
to manifest their power, even after the demise of the colonial 
state has long passed. 
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Festivals in Singapore Indian culture 

This iirticle highli\tlb some of the important Intlan festMils 
celebrated i'I SingliXlR!. Festivals 11'1! rulturally imperiilive in 
the lives of people regiird!eu of IiIce or religion. Indiiln 
festiviils in Singap:lre can be ca~ised IS Flmily festivals 
and Social NsIiYiI15. The former includes hOUSPNili1T1ing ilnd 
-.:Icings whe~ family mernbeiS Ind friends COOle t¥ther 
in i celebriillw spirit. The festiviils ~kI! DeePftilli. Pongil 
and Thllpuuom are Soclll h5tivlls which are embrlced It 
a commun~ level to pranote goodwill undefHilnding ilnd 
hili1T1ony iimong people. The iirtlcle iilso glws iin IdlY of 
how the celebriitions ire curled out and the ViriOUS 
ceremonll!!S performed. 
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SINGAPORE'S FIRST BANKS 

In 'tie early 191h arrtury. when Stamfon:l Rirffle5 first X'I foot 
on 51n\lilpore, It WiI5 essentlilly a small fishing vlllilIge whose 
I3identI relied mairly on IlIrter nde for goods ,md seMCE5. 
Soon after Raffles established 51n\lilpon! ill an enWpot: POrt. 
tradingllClivitie5 elIPInded rapidly; ind"there n;rtu~1y arose 
a need for blnking fac~itil!5 to support the grrtNing numtler 
of traders ~nd rnercI\IInts on the island. 

It was first sugges:ed"!hat .. bank be esI3bIished in Singilpon! 
in 1833. However, it was not until 1840 tha1 a branch of 
the Union Bink of Calcutta was opened here. The bank 
offered merchants advanC5 on !lcllxk to be imported, up 
to thre-fourths 01 theirViilue a1 an interest r.rte 01 9 Pl!ra!nt. 
It also pR7Jlded IoIIM against bullion, up to gO per cent of 
it! value. with iln inte~ rile 017 pera!nt. Other banks 
subsequently opened branches In Singapore -the Oriental 
B~nk in 1846. the Mercintile Bank of India in 18SS. 
Nederlillndsche Handel MaatscNipy In 1857, Chart1!red 
Bank in 18S9, ,md the Hong Kong and Shanghii Bink 
In 11166. 

In the beginning, "these blinks 'M)I'(! ~bfl$hed prirTllriy for 
the China trade. Their business was confined to plllYiding 
traell'! finandng and r:urrenr::y e.an.nge 5!!I"Vice5 for traders 
ilnd mel"l:N.nIs plying their traell'! in the region, and their 
main dientele was the European mercantile rommunity. 

'MIen it came to deillngWth Chinese ndm ind rnerchan15, 
Nch bank found It expedient to hire a local mlddlemiln 
known as the ~dor (Portuguese for 'buyer"). The 
binks lent money to Chinese merthants and traders throu!tl 
the r:ompr?ldor, who was responsible for every Chinese 
account opened. The compr.Idor was .. Iso responsible for 

falUn! I LlIlbillIAIII 

• 

hiring ilnd mimaging ilil local staff. In the Nrly dil)'5. 
romptrKIats WB1I men wt1h good cannBCtlans and established 
filmily bilCkgrounds. 

Untn the beginning of the 20" century, the blnking system 
in Sin9"1X'~ Clniisted manly of EUPOpe.Jn blnks. It ~5 only 
it the bun of the 2()111 antury thit the fm IociiI banks were 
e5LJblished. Kwong Yik llank _s the first Chinese bank: It 
was set up n 1903 byWoog All Fook and sewral c .. ntcnese 
b..,ineslmen. "The bank's $I)f'o"i(t$ inck.ded banking f/lOlities, 
mortgages .. nd loans, iInd it! clientele was lTIiIinly Chinese. 
The $l)(X)nd Chine$(! blink, Sze fili Tong Bank, _ set up 
in FeblUiry 1906. One of its directors, Tan Swi Phiau, ilso 
held the important pclIition of comprador to Nl!therland~ 
India Commercial Bank. 

THE RISE OF AGENCY HOUSES 

Another 5OU~ of fillirlCl! for many businesses were agency 
housl)nuch • Guthrie & Co. Estebli!lhed in the 19th century 
by colonial pioneers, these companies hid started off as 
trad"mg businll551!5, but illl!r divl!!rsilied into non-trading 
businU51!5 such ill banking i1nd finance. 

" 



6Wwlaaeo.. fotInilMOOf . ....... vIf ..... ~ 
1SQbi:$hmtnl. AS fw _,4*')' IItt7IIId __ 110m the 

protb • midi fIum vdng &lNtIti. • cIIctoMd to I!IIb 
ROOd uw of VIe ~.-tI tJr ,OG'''*S41 til\ll'OCe for 
att..~'lbr' _~IIidi.b r, tfloo(_ 
II'd M' ," n S1i'MAA .. lliKI poot::led .... tel ~ 
IIldIIiS *,",1"", .nd n.et. aY..dGn n IN ~ .... 

ENTER THE OfETTlARS 

c:tutsi* tnt IMm of £W; .. ....,.nd IIII'IICY houM,. 
It .• (tw11l"1 ..... ,.. ttl. most prurrl_ p!'of.,. OMI 
" ..... )Ie ..... lhe)'_ .... IrI.,h.'II ... lWd .. of~ .. 
100m South .... \OotIg hIcI_.,.. Kliblihd • rtpUIItion 

n 1M f.1o:I d COI'nnwral.nd fNr'Q. AS tilt [UiopHi" 

~ tMlr coIor1 l. ~ n Sauttim1 ~Iin tM 
,gII ~ 'htch~ hIcI iiillD _rQd 'htIr ~ 
livruQhout Ifle fflgion. 

-*I be ct-gW on the '_111 "",,110_ ill the 
~ ,the w .e .... dd IIDl fIPIJ1 tt. prirqIalllld 
intereIl on the M wEe. thI.mcunt owed _Id be 
~":t 1 tu Wlipiiw the pTdpIInf K1C1u.I 
r.teresI. rd , twrte ne.oe.t '<OOUId be cNrgod. 

~ ~ to the d Ittin. tt.. Eo.r--. bwIb __ .. 
til ptaf.t from the Iox.iiiI awl! 1i'IiIUt...." • rrudi I'IIIIad 
!tit. No. the SiI1'Ie time. ball ba h En DOt _ 'iii QIlbI 
flumN~ ~ ~w:Udcd'lll ,tIa'-*' 
UIII'Hii:.tJle. Most of the Chlnnr ~ 1M IIWldMntI 
_ ..... .., ..... tlmId tDltleditallnlnsWdal 

....... itiMM:d~fufflllilieo, .. ~ .. ff*. , ... 
ckIauner.tBln. 

8)' 1M !Me I gI~ am~ Ifle clvrttI«I __ ImDng 1M 
WYlthiest. membeis of Ifle CDIIVTIUI'1 ity. 110<._. man of 
thl'm led I simple 1ifest;yIe. 1& ilustnibid In TM following 

THEY AAf. AMONGST THE WEALTHIEST 

dBcriplion of d1ett11rs" _ 2~ 

cenTury Slnglporr. 
By the end of the ,gtl1 cenwry, tI1e 
dwttllrs ~ .. d bIIcom ... fonnld,bl. 
foru In th. bu,.n_ of manr¥lrod!ng 
WI ~. IIIYIn; larv- IIII'IOUnIl 
d apIt.1l .t thO comm.nd. MIlly 

dcttiM--. ~d ~"'CfI 
In ..... who_IN IIlIin IDUIUI at 
aopbI. ~ *0 md Wi of apIUiI 
from Ioc;aI deooII:on .-.:I Eurvpun 

bNits, ~"lnll ~ fnIm the 
bris en du,.111 ~ ..... bJ 1000 
or more dI.ttlllrs . lhI IffIOUnti 

aot..o=-t ~"'brGonNdlil.id 
i'IIIteI ctc .... ided on the Jardng of 
'1M ~wno IignId thIm. 

~ _ c.IiS, bIInb MlUId InIIsI: on 

I ~I ou ..... nIK Irvm till 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY. II UT 
THEY LIVE IN A VERY SIMPLE WA.Y. 

THElJt DJtES5 CONSI51'S MEJtELY OF A 
mn~ Of MUSUN Q.OTH WOUND 

lOOSflY IlOUtCI THEIR UMSS AND A 

I'M Of &£ATHER SANDALS, A51tM 
~1'HfY OFTEN WEAIlA 

GOtJ) WIU: IIOCJM) THE HEOC WIllI A 
MASSLYf GOlD QIUriAMENT ATTAOiED 

TO IT TH£YSEUXJM OR NEVEIt 
I'lMCHAS( AKY OF THE lllXUlUES Of 

WUTlIttf CMUlAllON, IUTTlEY 

LMGESl.MSOf~ONTHE 

'I'£MII..E WHIOl THEY ATTlMJ. 

'They.re llIIIX'IIm ht _taIim 
mlmDtfl of tn. communl~ bill 
they We In 'III:!IY *"PIe....,. n.-.­
drBs atr'ISiJb mtftIoJ of. strip aI 
muslin doth -.IIId Ioo..:Iy ~ 
ItiIIIr IirrDs wid • piIr lit INthB 
~ 1II .. 0If\WIWIt ltw:,oI\fn 
_ iI gukllllhlUlMd thllIed:: 

with. m M gold ~ 
4tta:Iiid to .. lhIr JIIdorn ... _ 
pu~.IIy of the kaIrIeii of 
"SI _ ........ _ 
r " 
IargoIIO.wr. d tI'O'IIIJ' on It. ..... 
r_p'- whk~ tnt)' I1Wi"1d. r 
(Wr1o;;It. 1Il0l, 110'.'). 

Hoo.e,., ~ _ 11 WTrI 

u~bfAUf)'nI""". cMtriin' _ 'Ihfttf.· or MId ~ Ii$'" Mdidooill 
s:--1iM. ~"~_IIwb..l _ I¢"+ 
Iftd ..,...rton of n ~ 1hII. tt. .... inturNd br 
h bri:s In dUIi'ig'l\llh 1Iwn _ ~..,. ~ 

'908, II- 141). ThI"....,., ",*""",,,1 from blnlai _ then 

II1II (Itt! to otI'iIn, such. Cr.n. trm.n,.1 hIah«' r. 
d_ 

"Shytod;J d Ihe b51" ('Might. 1908. p.219). 1WJ _ IIQt 

~ br the bet IIYt cr.tIiin _ not slow" til bring 
PI'QIlIe toaut III ~ .... 19f1e111C1' .... 1ndmI,. ft _ 

The ch:tIJVI iIwI opti'~ In t~ IoIbMng ......... ,r. The 
bu~ 'Io'OIIIa be requhwd to sign I prmnatory nott, II1CI 
this WII (Onlldeffld IlIfI'Idlntfor "",II I .. nllnd 101 .. 
grlintrd withOI/l col\morll. fa' 1''!If' llIIOI.IrtI'li. ~ gold 
or r.nd tItI. dtedl ..... ffI hIId • colll_ • • 

nw III'Klt,Ii"it ICIIJIIIy .-...d by 1M ba _would be lea 
nn INt stated on ft ptQli ..... , no'te. A rate at inten!st 

• (Q"'''''' 5iYing !liM ch«Iiin 'fIIII'\ lhtir tInw br.."", 
II1II bIor*s -=d the COI.rt. 

..o.p.rt from tile chettiar$, there wtfV 11,0 Aleb. C~I~ .nd 
Sikh moneylenden. Chinese moneyl.nd.fI r'ngM! ffWfI 
_Ilthy businl!5Sll'll!i'l to itjnftr,nt moneylendlrs t.ud1 n 
sOOpblpl!I1" wno pr!7o'ided !mil DIIfI. n.. mLi"II'jIIncII 
oftIn pt'OIIided I SOUI'(e lit c.apiI:IiI for ChoInIu ImmigrIlMS 



__ e1' __ e1'~ .. "-,,, I IDoa. l l1toJl 

n.lu"lIy fell b.d! on lne 
trad it ional pra"l" of 
p. obo~ 

~ It. a.Iy 19"" CM'Iwry. 
pw h...., ....... htdt.n 
- ... I11 ..... ~ltwy 
serwd lI5 I fOOlQ d __ 
for il1~ 1,ltlth (olon l,1 
.IdmInlmltlDn. which hid 
-*"*d the practcrollMl'U' 

mrq. 1WI~"" hoking 
the ccntrxtl d ~ famIs 
ttw _ right to sell q:iun and 

5CJirib, .-d III ...... gIIrrGIlng 
and ~lWnbroting busllwuts, --,,' ~ .... -... --"' ... --..... -"'_>tr _____ ._01 ... __ .. ... 

...... d_r.... t ... ., ~_ 'l .....,., 
~, th l. COI'I""lItnCl of 
p.IIwnbroklng witn g.mbllng, 

to set up sm.1I bUllntnl1,. thougn mit .11 butine5H5 
dld_H: 

• After axnpletJng Indr ~ months u SinIt:thJ. IIIIr1Y get 
in .cM1'G of money frCW'I1 town 1hCIpbtpt:1J,. dNr a pieal 
<i ftnsIllna, plllTI"Ige1ab1e$, pIiIrQi,...-d ~ It fm, 
and ~ gambier and pIppII'; undercart»in ~1rlI 
~I ftnm Ienc4lt11lh1n cicMld ~ ~ted, ...:I 
I. grant IIirtIiMd in ~ from ttw st.ta. The ~ms 
I.n= so slow. and the UKlICIm of the ~ lenders .\D 

JO'i1gant. lhK in • few ~ the 'q' ......... iDnM tel .. 
thtO't.nd to I$IOYlheir ~_bn.1dieM I.n= oft.en the 
pu~ • ('hugIwI. 1J1'9, P.15.). 

n. SI:hr. __ IN ~ flun I'IqIb ID lID to MIIIr­
to _ as ~" '-the SI:ti UI!mMliIy In SirIMICR 
e!!pInded, .. number d them wtrrt lnto It. bushes of 
FlU lqklidiry. ¥ofIich _ no: I. diffitutI t!wZ tel Nfl IIId - .... ""'" 
IJnike Oinese WId SIkh ft'O ••• ", /lab "ooeytaodeo. 
hid to IY!lid IIIImio: prohibitlou, on IntotIU'I d' ti '511,. and 
teIitd on othtt mtaou. wdI. /Mklng u:ie of 0'IIII estMe. 

for tho ITIOflI'JItndin KIMt' ... 

THE FIRST PAWNSHOPS 

For ttw II'IIIJIlrity of the popull1lon, in. most MSIly .vailable 
lending ftcmty In ijn'Ol!5 of need _ the p.IIwnshop. Tn.. 
IYW"Ibroking butln ... wl1kh Nd ,long nistory in Crnna, 
wlS bmught to Slngl!'Xlre by Chlr-lmmigreMl. As th! 
only blinks .... nabl.in the .. rl~ dl)'l_ Euro~ .. n iIIld 
most of tht ChiluM Immlgrenu span 00 Ertglil.h, they 

d~rrImg Ind DPkrP1 '1IMeI putilc: 
concerns. and as a I1!sult, the colonial Idmlnl,lrlllon 
Introduced the Regulltklns for PawnbrDktr SI1oPlil'l I an 
10 regulale pawnbroking Ktivltlls In Slnglpart , Th. 
reguilllCf'15 made p.IIWrIIHoI;1ng I br'I5IIcI trlda Ind JIPW.ntd 
il fran gambling ind ClPium conastICIfIl. 

~, in 11130, r.steord CIt issuing IicRri!:e "\(I indMdual 
~.obo"""" .. the ~ 1dnftsI ...... dedo~'1 to "-" 
to the farming systan bygimg!hl! pllMobaQrfarll*"b 
~right to run 1f'e p • • bokloog ~ Oeiulbloog 
the ~ sane in 5rogiporI. JaM c-on, Wi 

editar of Tho! Straits r_ in Ifv, lt16Cli. w.otIN 'In 
~e alone. where 1hert .. 1'iIIt lllO.000JDlb.IfIt 
'-un ~ 'jftfI'U'n oI4!iQf . • mo:onIh lOr. " .... c:opoI) 
otthe p;r ,'' ....... ' ~ 1865, p.21tI). 

ThI Cirn*Ig...", oIIeIotda1ew aMoiags b tht coIc:riII 
.. ,irm..ciu.~btgiWJgftp. ~{,rmerft 
a::Iw. rI!toC to cperne the p.II",,\tratIiog bWIw, 11_ 
.tile lei ftOid hiIWIsIlDlIIIMgI PlWl'ob~ actw.I.Iet-.oj 
mllKting duel from pi'M'obrDIcarJ. 

Second!); the iarmng ¥IM'I terded li:llwing abCIoI t hIgheo­
rewnue, since interHb!d plWnbrobrll Didded highly ID 
5iIlCU'II! th! pawnbroking fli'II'I&. ~ this t*wd coo_ 
lhitthl! system tended to reult" his;! m.r.t r.-, bt(.a1Ol 
p.wnbrol:el5 NitUrally chlrged I'h:lI'e ta m_ thl high ,.,,11, 
The issuing of IicencI!5 WiIS 5IIn 115 I bortttr solution to kilo 
Int:l!rest rat:l!SloiI.I. 

This _, perpetual d~em-na for the ccoIcnlll 'dmlnlrtralJon. 
and in ine ensuing decades, it ascilliiltd Mtwetn _nut 
f,nning and regul.tion by licensing. This c;onUnued \lntll 
1934, when the IDlcmiil gCJ¥lITVTllflt Imp~.nttd, new 

" 
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sy5Iem, in whidl pawnbrokers' licence5 'Mlfe g~ on, 
tender system. 

The first pawnshop In Singapore was Sheng He D.Ing 
(HIl), set up I7.f ~ Qiushin (aLlr) and a few partners. 
In 1878, He l'tIane Shl ( lII .. tt,; ) obtained the first 
pawnbroking fann from the Straits Sfttlements gcwrnment. 
He operated eight pawnshops imd 
paid an annual fee of $200 for ead1, 
In the IiIriy days. the pawnbroking 
business WilSdominilled I7.f Hokkiens 
and Teochews, two of the largest 
dilled groups lmong the Chinese 
irTmigr.mts. ~~ they_1nr 
supeooded I7.f the Hilklcils. By 1941, 
then! were 26 pllwnshops, 24 
of whith were owned by H,klcll5. 

No the beginning of 1he 2Qtl century; 
many of the pawnbrokers also went 
into the blinking business. For 
Instance, when Kwong Ylk Bankwas 
first ~lished in 1903, five of the 
bank's 11 directors were plap!\!'toI1 
of pawnshops, including the 
managing director, liIm WeI Fong. 

"-nshops remained lin irnport.lnt 
5OlIrt2 of lending for the community 
at!llrge unt~ reoontye.ars. Unlike the 
affluent dass, most people did not 
DM1 !lind nor oth!!r II'!COgrlimd assets 

against which they could borrow 
from the banks. """'ile they dlarged 
higher interest1hiln IIny otherforms 
of commerdal credit, pawnshops 
enabled people without lirge asset5 
to borrow money for weddings, 
funerals or festivals. 

The huiwas another "",uIar SIUa! 

of lending among local Chine5e. In 
Western terms, the hui WiS 

commonly referred 10 /is 'tor1tine' , 

iln annuity sdleme named after Neapolitan banker Lorenzo 
TontI, who SIIIrted the sci1l!me In France around 1653. 

" 

UI<e the tontine, the hui _ , form of loan association set 
up for mutual assistance. Eadl member WIllJId pay i fixed 
",""ountto the hui every month, lind each month, iI different 

member h,d the use of the toliIl ,mount collected. Tho:;e 
who wanted to use the money thit month would bid for 
the privilege, with the member offering the highest in\I:!re$\:, 

securing the loan. 

The ml!mbenhlp me of a hulr.-ged from 10 1D 60. Mernbln 
met fa- the monthly 'drawing', which WiI5 usually heid it 

the beginning of the month it 
the organiser's ~dence. At the 
meeting, members Wnde~ for 
"he Ioim I7.f passing sips of paper 

to the organise!" stating the rate 
of interest they offmld. The cU1 
was then collected and handed 
over to the highest bidder. 

The orvaniser often got a fee 
called !ell poll (.Ilk.) fa- bmging 
the partidp;1In1s together. In the 
early years, account tJOOlcs were 
rllre!y kept as the organisers or 
managers were often illiterate. 
They kept record of members' 
obligations and liabilities by 
'numerals, dots, circles and 
crosses (wI/san .yam)' (Koh, 
1938, p,xi), Subsequently, it 
became a common pradh:1I to 
issue members with ICcount 
tJOOks called ~I Foh ( H ), 
on which org,nisers would 
ilCknowiedge the contributions 
reteived from members. 

However, the hui had its risks -
advances were given without 
coIlatera~ ilnd participants were 
sLJSa!pUble to risks such 8S the 
de;rth or defilult at merrbers, or 
the failure of the headsman to 
pay ~ the ""lDaiption collected. 
More!M!r, partlclpantll were not 

protected I7.f law, even though 
written accounts could be 
IAl'!Il'ilted I7.fthe organilerto the 
subscribers; the Societies 
Ordinance made any loan 

iSSOdation wiII110 or more memtlers unlawful if un~istered. 

De5pite the rislcs. the /wi was • popular 50urce of lending 
for load Chinl!5e who had little iICC1!5S to banks or could nat 
offer mlllIeIaI. The commcn folk relied on it /is I 5ilUrce of 
lending to meet emefVlOCY or short-term needs, such 115 



hOlPilll1 bills or children's weddings, iIII'1d sm~1I Chir"oe'ie 
traders relied on it for their credit needs. 

For those wIIi1 surplus assets, the hLif acted like. "savings 
bilnk' that offen!d II higher rate of inlere5l than ilanks. The 
hu/ was reportedly very popular among the "MlIIIen folk, 
who 5iW it au ml!iln5 to invest and inaNse their savings. 
It was SlIld that "nine out of e~ry 10 ilmllhs and 
th= out of every 10 nonyas' ~ members of a hui. 
{Koh, 1 !l38, p . .xIO 

Among tr.e knllndillns. 1here ... , IoIIn ~ sirrillr 
to the Irui, tillied tIIIoo or 1aJtIHJ. Hc7tNever, there WilS no 

REFERENCES 
Com ........ J. ('1165). 0Ur1l'llp/Al ,...........,.1II.v./aJM _, Hmt 
I~""""'I~~~_~-_: ___ ~ ____ Londo.' 
Smllt!, Elder. 
can no.: FlSING gsg.5 CAM 
TII~ bock con "'" be Iouod In .,. Slogopoi:ft HIf1tOge Ccllecljon cI N.J~ 
eCclloc!lcno OI_.nlb.go¥.Sg 

e.o ... It., • _I~'" J. IZOOI}. 1Io11g10 .. -.., Ind .... nomlc 
oucca; Tho 01_ ofSI"IIP"N.1n It 5. 51n<ll ... A. NlnllEdIJ. 
_In _ lit SOllltr_As:II {pfI. M7-t15.1. Slnglpore: 
l_of __ n_loo. 

can no.: IISING !05-'!114110'5g IND 

In>wn, It. A.IIIM!. CItJbI_., ........... bJ-... ....... _ .... n., ........................ .., Tho NODIIII.n _ LlD; _ 
YarI!, N.Y" !It. Mlrtlol~ __ 

CoI1 no.: IISING J31.a.ogsg IIRO 

a.~ ."""" 1.('Il7lll1ro_A*"7Df_~_ _ , __ L<>rdon:NIwInIn N .. mll. 

Coon no.: IISING !1Z.095Y CUM 

'_bI. C. (1t511. _rty. Ind ... __ 1o-eao ........ k I",.ea 01' 
1oooondlolt. -.. Ind """""""" In N11oyo. MIII)oIII_ ~ ... ~. 

Co/1 no.: FIeLDS 33O.gsgs 1>'ER 

Ioh,c.J. (1n11. ~,QrI_l.oIn_ .. ....,...'-~ 
7.xHdl. 
Nlc70IIlm roo.: NL 3m 

_r. Y. (:10lIl). _ ~.InIrIJo:_rdr ... ~ 
~._ no"",""': oopt. crf _1oI<>gJ. Nllllon.1 u..-.1tJ of 
Sln--.1IIOII. 
Coon no.: IISING qUI.DoIDSI5II!l7 NI(I" 

Fature I LlIlbillIAIII 
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ARCHIVING ,------- I I 
Mr Tony MeSean. the Director of Ubrary Relations of publishing giant 
Elsevier, shared his thoughts and experience on the future of digital 
archiving at an Executive Management Programme in February, 
themed -Technology and the Profession-, This is an edited extract 
from his presentation, 

~ In the old ....,rld of paper, the preservrion of lTIII\(!I'i.ls_ 
simple, broidly understood and widely accepted. 

Llbra~es would buy and keep the print materials, which 
easted in fairly stable medium and long-liYed Ionnm.. Bad; 
nles could be stored and preserved In great libraries, and 
KhololB could visit the librlries or iII"dlives to comult and 
gilln access to the materlals. It was a process and system 
thirl was emily undemood. 

In this paper world, publishers _ never inYOived in the 
pllXf5S of an:hiving, and whle thI! '1I'!ChnoIogy' has become 
obsolescent, it was. and stin is, resifient. 

The advent of neYtl technologies, h!7M!Wl', hils changed the 
f<IC! of Irdliving. The limS rerMin the SiII11e, but thI! options 
and demands pose i new set of chillenges that p;lper 
irdli¥ing never had to deal with. ~ 



Today's archives and libraries have to address the needs 
involved with the availability, storage and preservation of 
intellectual content in digital documents. These are produced 
worldwide, and libraries must still attempt to ensure that 
the access to this content is permanent, resilient, guaranteed 
and assured. 

The new problems that digital archives face are manifold. 

Digital media still represent a relatively new, unknown and 
volatile environment, with media that are unstable and 
changing formats. With digital archiving, it is data that does 
the travelling, not the user. 

Because of the new way in which digital documents are 
produced, shared and published, a host of questions have 
emerged that have to be answered, such as: Where can the 
back files be kept? And, who should take the responsibility 
for keeping the files? 

Another significant difference between archiving in the paper 
world and the digital world is the involvement of the publisher. 
Libraries, archives and publishers have found that digital 
archival has to be a library-publisher partnership. E-publishing 
has changed everything, and publishers are increasingly 
finding that they have to take the responsibility of archiving 
- something that has not been part of the publishing culture 
in the past. 

Publishers like Elsevier have found that as they enter the 
world of archiving, they have had to reassure customers who 
were concerned about retaining access to the archived 
material, assure authors that their work would stay accessible 
for the future, and also reassure libraries that they would 
get it right. 

Since 1999, Elsevier has adopted and developed a formal 
archiving policy. This includes maintaining a permanent 
archive of the journals it owns, pladng the archive in one or 
more independent, librarian-approved depositories, and 
trying to preserve subscribers' access to journals which have 
been transferred to other publishers. 

Digital archives can take several forms, some of which include: 

• Documents are stored in the depository of the publisher, 
who has to manage the risks and scale of archival. Users 
or subscribers get access to the files. 

• Publishers' customers store the documents locally, but 
with an access commitment limited only to their own 
communities. 

Feature I ClBiblioAsia 

• Self-deSignated' national" archives such as libraries or 
other institutions keep an archival copy locally, as a national 
or regional security measure. 

• Publishers and trusted archival institutions form formal, 
contractual relationships that ensure permanent retention 
and access to the digital files for future generations. 

• Trusted third-party providers run permanent archives that 
provide access to publishers and for library members on 
a subscription basis. 

Whatever form the digital archives take, publishers, libraries 
and other providers need to keep to agreed standards to 
ensure that the archives serve their function. For example, 
they must ensure that the digital archive lasts more than 
1 00 years, and that sufficient resources are committed to 
archiving the content itself. 

Archives, which should drive technology migration, should 
also not compete with publishers, yet they should not be 
totally "dark" - that is, they ought to be used. 

There is an urgency for digital archives to be set up and 
kept alive and functional. When publishers go out of business, 
there may be no-one to take up their assets, and the digital 
documents could be lost forever. Natural or man-made 
disasters, or unforeseeable catastrophes, too could destroy 
the intellectual content. 

As publishers, libraries and providers constantly review the 
developments, standards and changes in requirements for 
digital archiving, they need to keep working on the appropriate 
protocols, procedures and agreements - and listen to the 
library community - to ensure that digital documents are 
preserved adequately and over the very long term. 

makers to discuss current and relevant issues and trends. 
Featuring visionary leaders and policy-makers in the researcli 
services sector who have made and are still making significant 
contributions to the development of the practice, the sessions 
are recognized for their current and top-notch content 
aistilled from strong research and editorial input from 
the NLB. 
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BOOKREVIEWS 
THE WORLD'S WRITING SYSTEMS 
Edited by Peter T. O.niels .nd Wilhm Bright 

Pubisher. _York: Oxford Univeni!y "'-.. 1996 
c.nno.:R""WOR 

"H!JlTlllnkind is def .. ed by ianglalle: but dviliso:tion is deli...a by writing." With this in mind. !hi! 
..ttors of Ihls boak, alang with n .. rIy 80 Inlllmotlanal sc:t.aIars, _mpt I<> uplano and doIw InID 

!"OW JCripts "'" ""plied I<> individullllrclUigos.BogiMing with !hi! ond!nt __ East one! tho eorIiest 
known $01pU. It ~res u.. hlrolrlcal origins of wriling ~ght up I<> presenl-(jay wrillng, with 
expIanlllians on how .. rious mng systernswark, """'" Egyption hieroglyphs Ind Chin ... dul_ 
l<> EuIllPN" ;oIph.bets;.nd Arlblc so1lXS. 

..... - "'III .... IIl5 
.'lIWIlt,W 

Essq.o in the ......td~ writing systems ore g"",ped by Iopia ..,dJ I. gr....".toIagy; andent Near 
E;omm, East AslIn iIfId EUrapNn wrldng $'j'$MmJ for W$I"'~ n..re 10; al50 a domnlld Index 
I<> guid! IUd ... tD opetific!elm. ar IonguI"",, c<Mred in tho boat. 

What. makeo this cfl"e~ng by D.onlel!; and Bright • ~"""" I1!SQIJI"a an Ih. world's ma",r 
writing ~ is nat only its _n.1Ye dilCllS!ian on tho sadoI and a.llurai can_ in ...tJich NIh g""" of writing sys1I!ms _ """"loped. 
bUI aka IhI u..IuI .... u.oI. an .. c;, _g systMI. n-aPl'~1'f COIIIr thl mucru .. of wrldng. dollnNlld with ubIoo; that. shaN 
tho f""". of the written .symbol> II well lithe relatianship of writing.,.terns to tile pt." ......... aI' tho C\)j,apaoding spoken Iongulgos. 

INDONESIAN PALAEOGRAPHY: A HISTORY OF WRITING 
IN INDONESIA FROM BEGINNINGS TO C. A.D. 1500 
By J. G. de Caspar!! 

PIbIisher: Leiden: BoilL 1!175. 
c.l no.: ItCLOS 49g.2017 CAS 

In Indoneslilfl PI;,eogroph)l renowned hlstor\iln df C"p¥is iltfmlXS to lurvey .nd up$te Ihf 
existing knowledge of mcient writing. Ind inKriptiDns in Indennil from ito beginnings till 
lSODA-D. 

Aport fJum dilClll!ing the liolay aI' the study- of writing Ind the notu", aI' the writing sym,ms in 
Indcnt!lil, hi hill II"IdIJdIId de:rlpIIons of;oll u.. known Indon"l .. ~ dltlld bIrfo .. 1500 A.D. 
Ind tried Ie dntrmine the reilllicrS1ipo ~n the d"ofIerent typ .. 01 ocr1>I> .. 1 ccntribulian tD 
the r.tstory ofwrltlng In indanesia. 

The ducnalcgio3l praerMlian altho study begins with lul""""n sai~ befc", tho milde aI' the 
IIh c.n\IJ~ and dNIs WIth thl Eatty ~nd ~ PlIIM so1pt 1110 I:IIx*: thon dl!ICI.ISIM tht .. tty KaW 
JCipi. wllidJ ocmrding tD de capon. is I cu .... ~ u .. d fer writing an poim 1 .. 1. A det.oiled 
caorpl!o" of tho 'MIIIng ~ of Eatty.nd '"- K¥IOI ~ foIowed l'fthe ~(II ofthe.IMna 
Ind I1!gia1II scripts of the Mljllplilit poricxl. The luthor lloe dllk with Indcneoion oa1>b lrem the 
middle 01 the 15th cenllJry .. well ill fertlgn K~, !UCh II Tilmil and Arllblc. The boak Inclllde! 
I llot of pll"lH wit;, sh:rt tnnociptianL 

ImwIng frI:>m t-.s ~(II, !hi OIJI;,or WlldOO"!hi! ..... Is no ~ rtIItIonshlp '--" 
pcliticoIlirIcry and the hillcry 01 writing, ond tho! writi-og_ mudJ """" widap,twd in tho regian 
"I:h;.n "" been ~",1Iy iOISUmed. 

" 
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DIREICTORI MAJAlAH-MAJALAH 
MElAYU SEBEWM MERDEKA 

By Hamedi Mohd Adnan 

l'lmIist.: luIll Lumpur. l'enerbit Un-.mi MI., 2002. 
Cil 00.: R 059.9928 HAM 

I'I!rwrbiIa1 mojoilh-rnojlllh di doIlm bonlll MollYI' ~I pomgl<lt _Ilellh dillngllng 01011 
fioktor Iglml din ""gl lI"~u.;Ingln ~r$lflt "~n. Mil,,", "'"III,," Iglm~ ""'oJ! ..,'" 
korollll"''''",,11 hlmp;r 30 mljllon kHgolTlllln )"lIng dilorbitbn oohinggo ponghujung tlnun 
t94t. lCemudl., borullh I~ dllkutl dtngiln m.jllo .... lnljllih Yl'ng berbltiln deng.n 5e"'""!JiIt 
kobong ... n don kaJ_n. 

Inlilt. Yl'ng.....-pdl ~ ~lIn buku I'll. SWin "'"' dntIot1 hINgiI .... "Y"'I ........ ......,.... 
mojollh )OIn; po","" <f .... rbitbn din tlt.m 1!iOO .. linggl Ig57. ~ Matib. Hiboran dill 

T ....... BUllr-b\JUr I*"rl)l\iln mlllllh-rn;ljilloJh 1lI1S11but. SIIP"1I II"nlllbtt. jllllls, II"ngilr;mg $n 
ponyunting dlpl! mombontu pengklji mombul! ponyelidikln I.Injutln. Tlmbohln PUll, 
penults telilh mer"I)WIIkIn pen)lIisin ~ngIw don loW beIikiwIg sdip wtu ~ilih I«'sebut 

uu~ .JliiW UmUJTL(B.s 
aitilT@tftwID 

Co"1'lIOl": 5llllWI01UQllumT, .srr. 
Publishor: ~: "'*«rard" 
~ iGllIIIIUi>, 2005 
CII 110.: R 31)6.095482 I<AI. 

lIThpjj/!. ~*iI!i;n;:1j!ll~!btitfl!llll!l! 
~. n ... .;1;:. (2005) 

l'lmIist.:.:/IIIt: Ol*UxitilJf.* 
Cil no.: R5~G I RCO 306.0!I5951 x..I 
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NEWS 
INTERNAnONAL CONFERENCE BRINGS 
TOGETHER LEADING INFORMATlON AND 
KNOWLEDGE EXPERTS 
., JeInMo I-I.)n Goh. ~ CornrnImUUonI 
c.p.rVMnt; Dlml.., WIII'Ig, INVENT 

Men"" no ~'II_ and,...ur. ~ In 5Ingl~ 
In J.r'IU:Il)' to me~1 fclow inlorm.tian .na knowled9* 
~..r0lllh to oimts tM Min oIlibrwin end lib/atn. 
a- twO drtJ. !My joIlIftI lNcIng 1tiN~ tchoIIrt.. 
.MInI n In/orrrIr.ion pdsiMils 1l'OI'II Sio.,.o:I, Iht 
us.c.m.~Ph'5 · _.ond'" ' ...... -......:0 .• ,,, 
wch topIu ~ 1cI-'"dga -' jhlohOlIItion ~ 
mnd5.1ht Iml*l~h~ .-liJIIotIOII 
the "M of IIbntilK, ,N! "- \XI 1tt1«l G_1tloo Y 
man'" 
Titled 'Ubt.,IMr. LNrr.ir>g -> Stmnglllt!ninil -> MoYI"SI 
forwud'. t~. 
conhr,nel wu 
o,g.nlud b~ the 
Lib .. .,. _od'tlo~ 01 
Slngll~ (lAS) from 
JanutIy 111 to la, crw:! 
...... d II • time', 
pJ.jform lor the 
.. etllng. of Io.as 
iltlCI dtliblr.tiOM on 
iauIs e'" ~ 
'.mI br libraries. 

M, St1w1c VIP, 
PI"" of lAS, Slid 
thl (onf ........ 'Iu was 
. ignifltlollt II"""" the 
rllPi~ ctmging global 
en'llronmcM ,nc! riling 
n .. d tor COI'tlnUDUI 

"'.rnlf!9. She cdded: 
'It fs __ gNI't opporMi~ for ir1lormilCion IIIId knc7<A '''!If 
IIfOI'.sIloNls 1l'OII'I AsIi MId be)tond \XI fMfi tratN'IOI1. 
.... ~ n ~ in inlightful tKlw.".. on i;ho ,..--

01 the kUQ •• -nd.. • 

The ~ (~lIferl!'fl(e _ tided off by Sirll&pore 
Ar.!Nr' doH':-l.Irge PILI • ~ 1CIlh, wtlo nottd .. 
his ~ .... Wtmll'lJ~AsiMaovnll'it5"" 
..... 101 ... tac.I_ ...... ~ To dlmb UI tMlIUt 
peat, and go from beM'1g rNddIe-«w:ome to lligkcln(ome 

[ounli'lll: and _'~"iIK. 

HI SlId: 'Worklng harder Is no Ionaer tOOll!lh. WI h.l1'Ii to 
111m to w~rk IfI'IIIltIIr. This means mljor invnlmlnl In 
ed~Cltl~n 'nd tr.inlng. II mNn, IImbracing Ihl ne 0. 
krQ4ildgi kIpfd KOIIOmJ, in which innoRtIon and a.UvI\I 
..... iii " ... newdltnrs and aulOrs 01 Wllith ." 

P'rof leah'. paUnent me .. _ 1010 ' lid by. HIIti 01 
~Irians n ~ by IMIIInp intI;>nnMiDn ~ 

MoLaigh w.tJDn ~ (hilt """"" trI US ~ 0uUIII. 
Inc., molted off by d.cu.ir111 markets In the inform.tion 
Industty lind top 'edmologllS, trtndlcnd thlletlans tNit 
lib.aritls CDUId undMlkt! In 1007. St.. wn fclloo.oINcI by Mr 
Ckrill Palmoo. Str.tegic P.r1nIIr ew.1~pl".nt tMn~r II 
GoogIe. who spoke ;about "-libraries could Deccme f\.L11y-­
ocrtImIstcI 5HJ'Ch engine. I'rofwuor 0«IItI s.na. As!od* 
..... r.... in !hi! Dlpatr, .. ilol ~0I1ht IYtIanoI UnMcsitJ 
01 Sio'9IfXn, then"'-d -..ut cow'slht low. and rigIrI! 
""-'!l.d'''''il-~ _~ 0I~, he ncJ:1ed, wa 
IIMCIId to IIIS.fttMI the .. ..,.M "","_"" Rf'lIIos 
_ flmlined ..-..nt. 

s.-.I IfIO' .ahalDuttoedCll'lltllldr 1 ... *,llollib1wy 
pmfenionllls. ABadate ,,.,hIDat GiIIIaro Hilla," from the 
~ lmwIity tJflld.JOIo0; .......... and PIUi'ma 

M'OfIIo Santos. Cr.1 
Uow LIb •• rl.n of Ihe 
U~ lverslt~ of the 
mllpplnll, si'lnc:l CiISII! 

UUdiu ~f h~w 
IP ..... • -.dan:II of 
"'ofn.Io .... , service 
-. rnMIlANG i1Ild 
""",*,-.1h* homR --
Mr Clqt f.tt a.ong, 
V"",-",Iy Ubnrl.n 
In In. Nlnrlng 
Techno'oglc.' 
~ meonwhile, 
'POk •• b"",1 lonl 
.tfortI: to encourlge 
proltillonillib.lrians 
In Singapo re 10 
(OII'(inuousl~ uporu 

thIIi, .. IwJ and Utp thtl . skills rti_t. IMlft5I'I1tK1.,d 
dacrito.d the "Certification of Conllnl,lOlll ProfessioNl 
1)ftf;1:Jp' .. 1I:farLb ..... In5i1fifXl'.· . Itdwno! .... I, I 
by til. N-niGnai (ommiUn an Ub •• !)' & Kli01I1Iltdgt 
',O'1II1on&!s In SInQiItoN. 

Tha _d c.,. 01 the aott.moc. ww _1hIr UynoU! 
.,...a.bBng J [ adbJDra.u.s.t.u ..... c. ,l-Blctol 
the InterlW1tion11 Feder.tion of llbtary ~ ....:I 
OI!'ICtor-GeneriI of tIM Foundilloti CIlflUal MId a.gIoniJ 
I..ibrIJy In Gerfl'lllfi)'. 

Wilh Ihe Yirtual Ind physial warlcf bl.ndIrog togethe., • 
QlHl:l!r emph.,. i. pI .... d on thl rol. that libr.ri .. can play 
in conlllCling peopI • ...,d racul,tlurolmd In. worid In her 
.PIICh. "Ubrarles: ConnltUn!l !'wOp1, to PtopIt and PeopIt 
ta lhe WorId's Rtsou/as". lhI w.ed tilt roll IhIlIibrIrie!. 
play in mooOK:ling people wll~ Iidl ot ...... ....t people wi1h 



1he'tOO'ld', _IUS. Ubr ..... " '~'9_IriII. .... 
notki, PlIMitd ... 1aO 1M ~ MIld f« e-lWG In 

rw"''-' 
"'~W'.'.l.lrarntiwc .. "'Y~CJt ball .... 
""'~ III the r..-n UInry· .:lu" n d up with 
, 1Ii'",,,tdofl on thI IIX U~rlllY I ..... rwtlOilwid. 
~ ~ fOf pubk ,nd .c.w.n:c Ubrnn In 
Ga" • .,. ""' ....... L,.lkn. Dooop.tIy ~ ct t.d ...... s.r.o;". 

... '""so: $ -1'I:tJ1Id."~"' ... Iao$ .. $ l-oe, 
JhdIg 1M 5liiQilllOnl ,.1Id ....... _111 .. idIo ........ 

ThlOOMf.,,1iOt '!!wI""" ",..,.on fit "",", ~ on 
UII ""1)' "..... of IN full .... .&ner,1Ion Y. Mr __ Son, 
f..::utiw Ohdord 1M lUI-..: 'Ibuth Adlle"II\IO,1 AwMI 
c-i1.1IId ~ John Joh" .. " , High SCtooI lIbr,.w. .. \toe 
~ N1Ierbn 5dIoaI. joined _ RUdInt ....,afI~ 
In, Iw ly Il~ ~tful dilc.uuion on how '10 iNb: librlfiK 
,nrKllw 100 ....... .-don y ....... 

W .. ~pin; up 'hi conl •• IiIClWl. MI Ngian Ulk C~, DI....:tm NMioroal Ubrary: Sho oaid, 'WOo Ira hoHi1eIIed by !tie huga 
tIomOUI ft Ih. co~f .... nc •. An.r till, corrlt ... nCII, WI feel thll WI are in iI bltMl position to mlft 111. chlll.ng" of the 
_gtng IrtlldJ.nd chlrt 0\11' Journey In Inll -'01 of Inter.ctl ..... nd dl9!a1 mtdll." 

COllABORATION AND 
NETWORKING WITH THE 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATlON 
.INFORMAnaN. NYU 

Assoc:lillI Professor 5r.ndln LIIYI from 1M DIvision of 
Inform.t lon Stud~l, School <rl Info rlflltlon .nd 
C ........ unimion. PrlTU, tidied uf1 tho...", iMth. 1«1 ... 
on pri~ MaWIdiI'Y IIId m1;''Y Infor~tlc:on _ In 
pm: iIIIII-.u",* tom.b. 

""* _ •• lid by. preMIIUIIOn by'" ~ I'MI on 
.1' a....alQ" dII'tIg "'*" ....... _,.,.. of ~ 
• · ...:l ... thel · · iuoI~of Sir:I$ .. nd~ 
A5i1. SNn:Ioiltiiit i ;,~~"""".-..nt ln 
r.!rl .... ng high prtdllon ra\ltu ....... WeI mw ... d, 
1UOII'I,DItI:ed by nll"l'itfOUS ..... ""*" dtmon.!lllll,. til. 
pi"OCZOI of lESGId, in IYrdir"J h1ltcfy ~ 

.... '*" .....&-• ....:1 wi7o. poaenCIt.G'\ on 'n . ... . , . 10 
0fI AtllrlIiHorJ. ghtJg ea ..... ct f!IOI.IIriII DII .... nn:.ry 
of eta, h:II and countl1e!i III V. MI6of:jj lilt. 1hI MUIgn 

........BJ ,""will. ioq: ..... m.r.a."'" .............. _ -. 
AI .... !lie ~ Iound lilt WDlon utefIA: Thry MId 
the tl\ilrl1IlI i:tSSIon ......... gOOd ImI;IIt 1Il"10 \tHo -'0: <II 
~Iel'i!nce lib/.rilM .rod h.lpH \tItm 91'" I HU ... 
~ d Mae ... W<II'lo IIlXCIIL 

" 



BbIIclAlII Cli News 

AKSARA: THE PASSAGE OF 
MALAY SCRIPTS EXHIBmON 
By Mlnlln MUlIr, LAe ICong Chlln Klfer.nc. Llbrlry 

The Alesirll: The PlI5.Sigl of Mill)' 5c~pts Exhibition WlI5 

opened on 111 JlnUiry 2007 III much flnfarund excitement. 
The opening of the exhibition _ marked by I gl1lnd Iliunch, 
which took: pillce on the ground-floor PI;1Z41 of the NoJtiOT1l1l 
Llbriry. 

The opening ceremony wzs ofncli1ld by Dr Yailcob Ibrihlm, 
tM Mini'lIr far the Environment and water RBource, Ind 
Minillll!l""!n-Charge of MU5Iim Affai ... In hi. opening speech, 
Dr YaIoob miMlled lit the openlllS5, dsteriIy and a,onilllism 
of the MillY Ilnguage lind enCOUTliged lIH 10 reflect dMper 
an SingIFlOre' • .tIered put. Muningful uo .. -interllclion., 
he nOU!d, hiM! enhanced Sing"pDl1!" herit,,!!e and mlJlti­
cultural identity. 

This w;u follOWld by II Ylbr;mt dance 111m, periormed by 
IOCII dIonce troupe Sri WlriSln. Dr Yalcob lind gull!SlS then 
visited the exhibition on IItI!Il 0 of the National Libl1lry. lind 
WiIS tlIten on lIlolll" of the exhibits which trllCed the different 
writing systems used In the Milll)' world. 

The exhibition Included !lOme of the oldest rllC1!s of Mlilly 
W"ipt. found on ancient, vllulbl. and rlre mlnu,ClipU, 
Ietter:s Ind allilactl. Same of the Illilacts are from privllte 
indilliduills. local ilnd _is librilries. mUHUms, institutions 
lind olllinililllons 5lIch zs thl NltlonillLJbl"ll!Y of Indonesll. 
NlItiolllll M ... .um of SingllPDl1!, the Mill)' Heritage Centre, 
the Bod!!!iln UbIV)' in !hi! Unil.!d Kingdom, the British Ubl1lry 
BOiII"d and the Vietnim History MUseum. 

Tilly Indude iI stone edict which di16 b;d: to 686 ilnd WilS 
found in Suml1rl1, I foorlh<flntury stele with Sansuit script 
from Voetllllm, ond II 1<1'" century mllnusuipt believed to ~ 
the oldest existing MlIl~y ITIiIlI\Jscript in the world. 

Visitors an lIOO •• thl originM lIS ..... lI;t5 rlIpliCilt of rl" 
lind Yilluible ITIiInu5C~ptSiind iTttIiICIS, 5Ych zs I 11195 BiI»­
Milly trlnslltion of the Chinese clluie, Romance of the 
Th",e KingdDml, I!l'" century trallllltiolll althe Bible in the 
Milly IInOUlgI, i1nd thl worla of Munshi Abduillh, widely 
I"I!Ilrdtd zs thl flllh" of mod.m MillY IlIIriltlJl't. 

Th. AkAIli exhibition Is I*"lof I strIK alllChlbIIIons OIlllnlsed 
by the Natianlll.Jbl1lry. IIIrting with the Zh.,.,g lie. M .. itime 
Alii Exhibition in 2005. It will be followed by one Dn Indilln 
Influences on Southeilsi Allil. 

'Alesiril' 15 Milll)' for 'illphilbet' or 'iYStem of writing'. The 
tlChibition, which wil be on till 30 Jun. 2aIl, will take ~itDlS 
through the influence. thlt different cultu .... hlld on the 
Mill)' system of writing. Scripts used in the MlllIY World 
reftect: Ihe illustrious ilnd ~ch aJlwrlll history of the region 
tl'llt witnessed I bl.nding of indigenoos, Indic, "Ilmic Ind 
Western inflUtnCel. 

" 

The scrlpts used In the MillilY Archlpeligo durlng the pre­
Isllmlc el1l WIre Indent Indlc scripts such 15 ~IIIIVJ. Ind 
iClwi, or their lIdaptations. This refleell the proce .. of 
IndilniNtion thllt took piKe lit that time. Wrtl1the lIrriYilI of 
Islim, JIM script which WilS derived from I.limlc Ariblc­
l'erslln writing trldlllollS, beclme Ihe domlnlnl form of 
M1l1ywriling 5)'111m. 1M UII! of jlwi_ I u,. faclor driving 
the emergence of Milly n the ling~lIlrillOl of the "'!lion. 

The lIrriYill of the Euro~n expio,"", ilnd tr;oders brought II 
liIIlnlsed form of spelling ind writing of M1~ which btCilme 
i<n0Wll IS huruf rurni. Dvtr the )'Mrs, thi' I'll, com. to be 
the mDl1! widely used script. 

After Singlp"'" was opened ... a British t .. ding FIOII in I II 9, 
it btcime iI hub for MlililY pubUshers, writers, eduaton, 
l'I!~gIoll5 reformI!rs lind Joumlllsts. The IntrociJcdon of p~ntIng 
technology- SIW many MIllay worD printed both injl"'; lind 
rurni. The ... developments piiVed the wI)' for II signifiant 
philSl In the d_lopment of the Milly Iilngu;!ge, boosting 
the production of 1.1111)' works, which I'Ild pl'lYlously bt.n 
I'Ilndwritt.,., in mlnll5cript farm. 

VISIT THE AKSAIIA: THE PASSAGE OF MALAY 
SCIlIPTS EXHI.-nON AT lEVEL 10 OF THE NATIONAL 
UlltAIIY. ON nu. JO JUNE 2107. 10 AM - t PM, 



NLB AND ASIAN FILM ARCHIVE 
SIGN AGREEMENT 

loc~1 film buffs h~ve muct. to rejoice "bout: A 'eference 
IIbrlllY coliecUon of films mide by Singiporean ind Asian 
filmmakers will soon De itt up. 

Under • MelTlDllIndum of 
Undermonding which the 
Nation .. 1 libr;uy DOird 
(NLB) ind the Aslin Film 
Archive (AFA) signed on 
16 January 2007, lib,ary 
users ind film I6eirchers 
will be able to gel I ccess 
to and view the films in 
the AFA's collection. NlB 
wi. ficmtate this KCI55 ill 
IIbraryOesplal\lde, while 
the AFA wiH evalulte, 

collect, document ilnd Ciltillogue films fo' this growing 
community. 

Olrector Natlon,1 Ublilry Ms Nglan l.I!k Choh, who slgne-d 
the agreement on NLB's behalf, Slid, 'With the MOU in 
place, NLP will continue in its vision te Doiste, cu, audio­
visu;ll collection fo, ou' P;ltrons while Pl"85If\/ing 001 film 
he~liIge with our Sll"iteglc pinners. The colliboritlon will 
liso ensure thll unpublishe-d 10ClI1 films .. well as rare 100 
signifor::ant Asiln-cenlric: films an now be ilrmived, preserved 
ind shared alTlDng the community when! it _ not ;lvailiibl, 
commercially before. ' 

She adde-d that !he NLB will work clOSIly with the AFA to 
hen film litenocy ... minars, film screenings and workshcp:s at 
lib'ilry!tesplilnilde. 

There's more good news fo' the locill film community: In iI 

joint fifort to preserve and PlOI.tote Slngipore's film herllilge, 
the NlB, AFA Ind tM Singapore Film Commission (SFQ also 
signed ,"triplnile ag.ta'IEoTlIo build a collection 01 Singapore 
films ilnd film·,alilted milte,iills, espedilly those by 
Independent fllmmikers. 

laying out the alms of the collecUon, Chllrman of AFA 
Professo:o, [enreth P.ooul Tan Slid, 'A grullrchive, _ bl!lieve, 
is not just in ilrchiYe of old, dusty ilnd rotting films. but ~ 
living archive thiit not only preserves films but pro-actively 
makes them available to people to celeblllte them IS pin 01 
ou, culturallandsclpe. ' 

A/;J...eing, Dill!cto, 01 SFC M, MIIn SI1u Sum soil the aolledion 
will help inspire 10CliI filmm~1cers ind aid them in developing 
their own YOICI!!: 'It Is crucial for !he dtvelopment of our 
nascent film industry; .. young filmmakers an dlllw on the 
inftuence of ou, own culture and cinematic: style Cilplured 
and shared through the archives. ' 

The signing ceremony WiI5 followed by the screening of two 
shon tllms produced by Ioaol filmmaker Mr I\iiJendra Gour, 
who WlS nonoured for making the e .. ~m troawn Singapore 
;IW.ud-winning 'non films screened it O¥e~ film festiv;ools. 

The shon films were Sunshine Singapore (1961!1·72) ind A 
libour of love· The Hcusewife (1974). Mr Gcur's tim film. 
Mr ~ Hart, was showaosed II the ComlTlDnweelth UK 
Fl!Sliwol in 1965. Unfortunately, the p,int ~nd neg.tive aould 
not b, s;olY<oged ~nd p_rved. 

Mr Gcur said, 'The liSt film I rrnode for my5elf WiS in 19711. 
Since then, I hilYf only rrnode films for organisations. It Is in 
honDIJ' to befinally recognised and I am pllnni,.. to make 
anether permnal film again.' 

A GREAT ARCHIVE. WE BEUEVE, IS NOT JUST AN ARCHIVE OF OLD, DUSTY AND ROTTING FILMS, BUT 
A UViNG ARCHIVE THAT NOT ONLY PRESERVES FILMS BlIT PRO-ACTlVEL Y MAKES THEM AVAILAILLE 

TO PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE THEM AS PART OF OUR CULTURAL LANDSCAPE. 

- t.H. Chainniln Prof Kenneth PilulTan 

" 
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