
CONTENTS

Image credits, clockwise from top left: SPH Media Limited; Tourism in the Netherlands 
East Indies, Travellers Official Information Bureau of the Netherlands Indies; Alvin 
Tan; Ministry of Information and the Arts Collection, National Archives of Singapore; 
Choo Yut Shing, Flickr; Ministry of Information and the Arts Collection, National 
Archives of Singapore.

01 Director’s Note

04 Forgotten Photographs of the 1952 Trip to Bali
A treasure trove of negatives found in an old shoebox sheds 
new light on a trip that led to an exhibition now regarded as 
a milestone in the history of Singapore art. Gretchen Liu

12 The Construction of Bali’s Mystique
In 1953, four pioneering Singapore artists held an exhibition 
of artworks arising from their travels to Bali the previous 
year. Their trip was inspired by an image of the island as an 
untouched Eden. Nadia Ramli and Goh Yu Mei

18 A Bridge Between East and West
Liu Kang’s works show the influence of Western artists such 
as Cézanne, Gauguin, Van Gogh and Matisse, as well as the 
tradition of Chinese ink painting. Low Sze Wee

24 The Liu Kang Collection: A Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Man
The Liu Kang Collection at the National Library Singapore 
provides an intimate look at the creative process of one 
of Singapore’s most celebrated artists. Goh Yu Mei and 
Nadia Ramli

32 The Search for Home, Truly (and Other National Day Songs)
The effort to find songs that express a national identity goes 
back to the 1970s. Bernard T.G. Tan

38 Signs of Progress: Deaf Education in Singapore
The first school for the deaf in Singapore was established in 
1954, paving the way for deaf education and the development of 
Singapore Sign Language. Rosxalynd Liu and Nathaniel Chew

44 The Floods of 1954 
The severe floods of 1954 tested community resilience, 
spurred significant infrastructure improvements and left a 
lasting impact on Singapore’s flood preparedness measures. 
Darren Seow

50 Mazu Worship in Singapore
Mazu devotion, which first came to Singapore in 1810, lives 
on in its traditions and processions. Alvin Tan

56 Uncovering the Origins of Badang the Strongman
Badang the Strongman has become part of the story of early 
Singapore. But there is more to the story that meets the eye. 
William L. Gibson

62 Barbara Kerr: Sharpshooter, School Principal, Girl Guide 
Extraordinaire 
Barbara Kerr made contributions to the Girl Guides, sports and 
animal welfare. She was also a talented soprano. Nick Aplin

68 New Books on Singapore History
Bali 1952: Through the Lens of Liu Kang; My Journey of Peace 
to Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Russia and The Story of 
Southeast Asia are some of the new books available at the 
National Library.

A P R
J U N
2025

VOLUME
ISSUE

21
01

biblioasia

Kit Chan performing “Home” at the 
1998 National Day Parade32

Teaching sign language at the Singapore 
Chinese School for the Deaf38

Mazu’s birthday procession50A flooded home in Potong Pasir44Badang the Strongman56

Planting the seeds of Bali’s mystique12




