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Sundari Balasubramaniam reviews a selection of short stories published in
Tamil Murasu during the tumultuous years from 1936 to 1960 when Singapore
transitioned from British rule and Japanese Occupation to self-governance.
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&bHS) LmeuaLiynenilwin,ed Q& mm S uwler GmEssmerT
BIVSSS60 BIeV&MeLl ueovﬂulj‘l@mrrj GLMmESTeT
GFeanal, H56a160 gyle] MHMID SPES QSTSLIL
ﬂgwgﬂg,g,su G weor @eurfledr Lieooflwm@LD.

BETQ &ML ITETTSHe06TE FHH &SI, SeTaleTmed,
G5 W BIevsHS5H 60 G 6VTS BIL&EemerT /LTS &emar
SjauiseflGBhg QUMM HTLE aI6TSmMS
GILIRSSISH BITW|(H L6 LIeusTeiledr Lisuofl W m@LD.
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S FQILOLD HBIGHE06T @)6VEHERWAITSH &S L WMaTL LSS5 &
Q&METEHLD CUMTHGWD QI MG 2 MISI6M600TWITH @) (b S 60T.
SLEOTITEY {6OTemMU TS STETIH6T QUITBETTSTT uFFHuiev
NersmRUNBHSearF. Ll Herdh Fnedsermsea|ld, &memev
@mW Cameullaild, HMHWHESH VD, CHTL L MH &erley
GoUem6L QFUILIGUTHETTEHELD @) (HHSHE0TTT. 260TIT6V 3{60)60T6U (HLD
SMHIGET @@ TWHSTETITH NEG &N 66 UL Galswr( LD
eTedTm @G CBMEHHSCHTH LUMHLLLET]. QhS 3 JeUSHSHTeL
Sjaurgar sllfley &WINMEHG6, 8608860 ILI6mnLD @)6V6VITLO6Y
&G, Helleng 610G, CLoemL&6rfley GLIGS 850186 & IT6u0T L6OTIJ.
L. &) (569 600TET D6UTS 6T FSLaLILUMME FaMDQUTWS),
STINMTHCE FhIs GVERWBIGHMTES HMMIG CHIHEHEHTHS
GO BT T2 @ euemyLIGLITEV LIGVIBLD ShiI&Hen6end F\MbHS
(DS S TETIGHETTE SR & &ML LITGLILL60TT. {56V LIsusnIh
GHE00TL 60T ). 26U & @EB6T Flevl eumQermedlullavid LGSR flGen s
sliemWilaild Ceuenev Q&G 6. LI. ) (15619 600160, [6. LILDBIGeUs
GUTETEMTT MR eTTeNule) CaUeneVQAF IS HTEV 6T 6T
UL UMD GL LemTolb HenlLGS5S. LDHMmalf&HEhsE& bhsH
QUTUILIL] @6Vem6v.

5UWES ST

1935-@6v Coam snpmasUTer] AT IWITES & O;HS
rbssIULL slp Wwrs BreflgLd, Sl CrHaer mmerflsLh
GUITETMEMEY TS S TET IS EHE S R(H HETLD eMLDG SIS HIHSHE0T.

1936 @)6L G&IT FMIMEIGLIME0] SLALD (LLTEI6OT 2_[flemLOWIT6T T ITEOTITI.
Sl TGS ST WETEETMHM SLOGLD LI6V [HITL 8 EI&H606T
SIBICHEMHMIIZ. Semal QLIBLUTeIN SO & &6 lanL Gul
Blevallw &rH Ceummiemin, SLALD 08 &61fl60T &60TeoTLDLN & 6m & UIHM
Blemey, QILICTOTS 6T (LN 6dTGeTMmMLD, ePL LILD & & 6) LD & & M1 & 6iT
GUITetTM ETH (55 &85 (H& S8 8 6M6T (LLETM6USS! 6TRSLILIL L
BITLSMBIGETTGLWD. CLoald SLALpT S)BHBT6T, QILIMEIS6) H[HBT6T
AW FNEHESH QHTETLTLLBIGE HNHHETVHLLSH 6
10&56rfletT 91nfley L ILIR & & N (BIHSTS 26e0L0IHG560T. Hellen s, H60)5
TR &ID GUITL I &6, In& 866 6ip&STIaSenSL QUflgin
aueTg 6. 1932-@)\6v, Ga M. &g LITeuot]. 'SLALD eTmigser 2 ulg’
eTelTenlld GSM&HCHTEFL6T BIFH HrLly, 1956-@e6v, AmisLILLYT
LeVGeeVs &LN&ESH S (NS 6TEMDWIMES 68 TeoorL
@BHW sileysd slem QSTLHIS eulll QFwgmy. ey 1959-
Q6V, @&HSIeMM CGHMEVTEVLDLL(HE G WMMHMLUILILL I3

sl WIHe TWHW B TWESTMISHE6 GG
FeCr HEIGET L LI &HemeT LUG5&H0meE QeueflulllLeor.
LefleT GemmbsH eUBHLDTaTSH ) & Qeumild SerelmsGe
QGHSS. 1963 2Llb 9L,e0Tq 60 QFTNleTaTIg 6T Golemey
BlOGEHEH T LWL WreH UHLUUSGWD @@ 6UBL ST
eLOLLILIL LGl 915607 6lememeurtds &I, ST hIgs LMol QLS
50T HGHETEFD BlassiulLg. 1964 apib pem®
SevoTGD UG LU U TDNGSSID 61(WSSTeTIG6T L6oT(H) D
SRS MWHSIL Leallenlsd QHTLIHSTH. &SI 60T
FIBIGLILLT, LDGVITUIT UTQ60TTEO S @B LD 2 6u T8 6rfl6dT ListL_LIL|S6merT
sedlurilleor. 19508 6rfl6L eum@eTmedludlev Lisw HLALD Bl&BDFF 6T
@elurliulul Ler. UeTerl LD IT600T6l [ & @6 & Q& edrm & 6ol
Bl&ELDERGET, Heng GBI, BTLS SRS, Hellensd JhigsLn
GUITETM LIV SIMIGBEIGET Slenp QFWNWITS aleT &S
2 _gaileor.

@5 &L Beng, 1936 wsa 1960 auemny HLALLLTH Qalsrflalbs
FNIGEMSHET LUHMIW @7 HeVFNGLD. @HS HTeV&HL LS H 6V
FIBIGLILLT LIV FaITGHVE FHHEHS. GUITH, gliLimelwl
2SS, MBS OFTLIBHS R Blenewilveuns e wmbm
STeVLD 6T60T UIflen & WIS LDS&6IT LIV FNFLOMBIGHE06T TH TG BHTHS L
sreuld. o55ma W 50, 60s6flev B & InTer G misen s s 6T
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Qaleflaibser. CERAW BTevs aumplwib Qeueflulll @ eTer
QTG LN 602 AmsEans&H6T LG 6 Q& WWwLiLL () 6Terer.
W& &6rfletT 9 TeuoLDd, SLALPL LIMMIGLD @&HME& & & ITTEO0TLOMELD.

1935-1960: SO WTs

B1. CaEmalbseml 30&samerd FIHHSSHH HTeVID 6TeTdh
FaIBMMFE 19308660 SLALD LLTHleL Qeuafleubs F misang6flev
QUBLLLITaILD ETHBES & (55 S5 HEBLD, HMTH6V &0 5 EHELD
P GIDMHS &IToTLILILL 6T, &H&HTeVEL LEIG6fle 10886
P& L LULPSHSEAINESHBIGETTE &L (H 600TL9.(HH & 60T .
A FHe6UG 6T RFIGG6US], &FGEOTMhIGET LUTTLLS, FTHEG
WERWS SO Q&HTHILILG), 6Te0T Lisvauendaerflev LM LImg: & meor
Ble06V 5 S 60TEMLD G185 T6T0TL.(BH S 60T, M6 6TEVEVITAU M 6T MULLD
S UemL LI &erflev &miqeormi, b.UpBlICaIsy. 3056fle 9|F\sLInms
SUDWTFE HemG 6TWH WIS EHET [B. LIPHICaIsILD e[H6u].
@auler &engo&efle, ellsemeidser Wmineorid Lk eor.
Gevlol L eu@Lieorpib SLpol L eu@L1Ler®L S (HLo6TSSH6v
REOTDI T Q6. S DOINSFHTSH0S il (h HBIWTWS NS
TS5 5607 GILICTOTSH6IT L85G (LN MEnIL 6TH TS SILIGLITIT LY 60TT.
@)\ ETEHTHET ETH(HS S5 5560 WIMETTLD Q&FUISETH.

GQ\TLeML S H6em6VLIL| 56T

30 seflev QUL S HOeVLILGHET Q& MeooTL. & MG 60 & 6T
U6 smevorliULLer. Sp&HS Hangasaflalld G e6lallpd s
&WTaTLILL (B eTengl.” &6m & W6t (&S W &5 LTS S T8 5 6ot
QuWIF s MG semguller &L LIMTIHEBLD aUBH MG
&S UN6T Hem6uLIL| D& 6rfIL LD 961560 58 SIT600TL6U6V6VSH T8
@) (555 C6UetoT(H)LD 6T60T 6T(LD G AT T8 6IT [B]60)60TH S (5 & & 6VITLD. [.
LILDBIG6UsY! 6T(LDG LI "5+ 600T SHS LD SI6V6VSI RTH G QG T(HEoLD"
(1936, Q&11.12) &M CeubHmIMOWITEY &HTHVFEHET @MEEGLD
QaThemmemWEF ASHFIEHMTY. 6TD. QMG TWwH W
"(@hIT60T GEF&T60T 2606V HMHe 6T elemaray” (1937, LN11.20) eredTm
sHnsWlaiid FrH CaummemnwIme &irge) BIFTasfleasliuL G
HMHVTHET @MER@TMETT. emel. TTRETSH 6D 6IWH W
"HEOTHLD VG HVESWMM STlenasar (1937, sg®@6r.22)
6T60TM &6 UL QLIGTITE B8 E LG GLD 2 BH &6 6TH & &L

(T uasasl.n) 1936-1960 euemy SLALD WTFI6L Qeueflaubs F Mm% en 86T, &6l s g erfl 6ot Qg,rr@uu awavn&g‘/mwu_/m QUMM L IT&L[F
Esmevl g, &b LimevaLiineoorliih. (2009). FNbisLILL T8 SIODEF FlmIse0SH 56, HelensSHer- 2606 FlbIsLILT: CHEFNL BTV

eumfluiLd. (Call no.: Tamil RSING 016.894811 SIN-[LIB]]

(GG6v, @LLILMLID) C&HIT FTJMHISLIME0N-@)6meningd CHTMMLD. nemeoredl 69D LLedr BIGWIT {6UTSEBL 60T G&IT. &FITJhISLITeN. 6T6U6uT
2_flemiow b QUMM HLdoGeuarT BlemeotelmehFed] 06V 16-3-1975. (1975). FNBISLILLG: HLALD T (Call no: Tamil RSING 959.5705 THA-[HIS]]
(GG, aueuLILMLD) 2008 E)6L LI. &\ ([H61q 6u0T60T L60TITH LG H\([H BTHET jeUF&H6T BB HeVTETT LIGEHSSMSL QLIS T
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HGTHITUIG TS SHTEUTEVTID. &. TTQWLOT fWHW "2 G50
[5600T LI60T 2606V &I & 60018 (551Ul 6dT oesrommmid” (1940, e3601.6)
61601 H6mG U6V LOMMHMTHSTUL Q& THLOW|LD LM (& Hevor Lieofleor
2 H5eIWIMe S|6U6T ETIDMHMLD ML HS! & LPHE0ISEHEMETLI
GUEIEUSILD FeM6EUUIMTSHS FonMLILIL (b 6TET6OT.

&en 5L L etrevrevnt]

40, 50&afl6v Beoraifl aumpsamnsuiley L &G B&LDER &G
HN G &6 G &IDMTEHE & Meoor LI L6oT. [BITL 19657 HL LI
Alasnhisda GMES HmsH6ar Gaommeal.t & Gmamid,
611606018585 6TOTEUOTEDT, 6. LILDBIG6u8Y, 2105 6UT60T[H.S5 60T, (LD.&r. (GHEF ML,
WOHGS (S WHENSWET), QF. HTFHCHS, C5. Heulneul], 0.
JTTenLOWIT, @M @) 66Ul eiT, &LOLDEF Q& 606U 60T, HI6VTE: G M6V,
LaliemngraFer (L. &) (e eooredr), eueTerflLneoor mamsdr (G&. Qe
FeoT(LN&LD) GUIMTETCMTT SIHHINMHS SHenG 6(DS WI6ITE6T.
@HHTUSELLEHO Qealallalbhs e aH6r Lievalld almienin,
&MTH, HWMHID, GMHNEHETHES Saranull WMUlSS &
QETATEFSH, FMHE QAsTH W, QM emerflsemerd
Q&ETRLLUILMGSSID Wseumeflger, enLBLDLN&anss CLmeTm
&[S S15:5 66T CLOGITHIS @) [HHSeor. FPmissLILLT LNedreoreolluiley
QauG Flev 56055 C6T Qauerlaubgeor. S BITL 1960T HMEHaGI0
CBTHIRUNBHSSI. G 6uUTsH6Tlar &engs & (HLIGILITIHEm6T
Weteuomm LNiflégseurmin:

o HMGH6

o QIMIEnLD

o FUNSF FTCHOGET/FNH Ceumhmienin/ enLBHLDLN& 605

&6V

1940, 50, 60&eflev Qeueflaubs FmEnSH6r LOGH WSS
HTH6V SHLQUTHEMETCUIS Q& TeooTIq.(BHS 6. HHeILD FTH
Gaummienowlmey LNflb& &MEevTs6rT, @&HILDLIS QS6TTeUS S 60TTe0

W& &M&He0Fs6T, IDMHMEITSHEHHHTEHS HTHa6VE HIMGHLD
QFUISAITGHET, HMH M&HFaL M6 2 WlenFelll LeuFser erer
@MU ETE & MM UG 60 & 86T LI 60T60TLILIL_L9.(HH S5 60T

"Q\BISHITET GUITLNEENS" 6T60TMN H6MBH, QLIMHECMTTHETITED 6260TMI
Gy wuwrwe WHs &srseiser ummflwg. “ou&sW0h
QR MEI" 6T6tTM FH6m G U6V Y E00TEULD GG MEv0TL LoemeoTailumeL
GHE00TAU6IT DeBL_ULLD S1TLIIOLD LM G 2i6eu6T H(BIHES) & 600T616m 60T
LGS LSSV HenGuler &@BLUIGLTHETTEW. “L9rley" "
et Hensulley QauellBEIL G WIleTemners: &Gs & 6or
QI LI 600T6M600T H) (BLO6TTID QFUIG Q&ETHISSTHIID 3 6l6n 6T
eIl ETLHEVEVITINGE HeoTemIL C6uT 606UG SRS TTR MTH
@) LI 600T 6001 | 60T &[5 6055, & 600T6U 60T GLO6V G155 TETOT L | 60T LIMT6V
QIMIQW D&ET @MBE aNHH MTET. “S|TTen S8 &G LDLID" ™2
6TedTm HemGUlley @HCauM B eTSHUT HMHENG S LD 6wor LD
WILEROTMETH. 60T Te) @ Heuiled SHeumFmTyUpLd Ceum
GTEOTLIG TV aUMD&Hen&H U6y FHCsE&L Lwe afxRmal. NG
Qg erfleusmL &6t menry. GG LDLILI QLITHEMLOWIT?" ™ 6T6dTm Hem &5 Uiley
GSOUL QUIHEMLDENUIS STFeord ST LY 0&6rfler &msemney
TRTEHGL QUMHECMHTH 666 2(H GBITWIT6rfld: &g & ([HLO6GwTLL
QFUWIg eneud:ReTmery. Flev eudL BISe 60 6l & em el meor
SIGUEMEIT, S|EUET &TEHEVEOT LDMILNGEUOTLD GI&F UL 36T GeeuorL,
SIS ULD LDMIGHEGLD 36U FGH6T G BN 2{6160)6TE HTELERISE L
L6 Q & T(H) & S 6T 6uT Y.

6UMIemLO

HTHENGG SAOQSSUQUTES SAH&HINTE QbHS &S 6T
ANIMDMUWE HMHOUTHBETTSH S G & Tevor (b 6T 6T 60T.
Q& MHSELILITET 1858 MeVaE L L SG6v L0886rfl60T aUITLHaUMS TG
GUTIMLLSH @BHSS!. 2UlenIld 2j6uFserfledr 6T SMIauD
S eleemev. FHEIG6T 6UMiemLW6emW, 6ITLD &6 Ul 6ot
GUMTTMLLBIGHE06T 6T(WD&H 6L 6616 &6\ & Teuor [ [H 5 60T 1.

"SIUILIMEYLD DG EDILN"™ 6760 &H6m & U 6L Q& 6LaIHS T ITET HHeM S
G MIFEUET 60T LDMILDG 6T EFemLD 6T60TM 62 G & ITIT600T S H) 60T 6V
S|UEMET JMH& LOMISEMITIT. "D eUEBLDL Q& L_LITET" 6T6dTM HemHUI6L
JEOLD H&HLILIGOTITEL 60T LIS L_L_ITEOT 6UMTLDEYEE 26 (DG LIMSH STV
60T LG U160 LILLD Bl0u55) Lieuifl60T Sp6m& BITWLSIWLITUL 616ULD eUIBSS
BHITWSH §mISHUN6L S60T HeUemm 2_600T[ G MITEIT. S mhisH & & mhiG 60"
61601 &6 & WL F0.6018 Q5 MLSleuTer] 62(1HEUEDT 6UMIETILOUITED &60T
SOLUSMSSH QF TS CHIHS Hlemeveamlss ST QIS MmTT
AW, "SOTTeNS" "¢ 6T6iTM HNFHUIL R T TS5 S
2 5a|lD @U&HESH G N&HHEHEHG @VVMTSHTL LIF UM
316Ut @M&S CHIOHRME. "HmLF (LN196)]"" eTedTm Hetr SHuiley
GauemeWlLEH 60 ol GmMLIL] QFUISSHTE Colemey GBS,
&L6T IemL&8 alflullseumne GOHULUSCHTH HMHE &TEn6V
QFUISQ&ETATERL e auellar Bleanvaw alleufl&ERma.
" &6 600T" 8 6T6OT M) HeM S U6V LIGTTLD LI LS SHaUTSHET 2 ST
AFLLUU@ @@ UNFmsFsEamIase e ganlp Gpal
2_56|SMTET. b FeMPSTET MO FeLAUTeT SIETLISHMS
2 60Ty (LNIQUJLD 6T6OTLIS TS (ISR MTT & fluir.

Fe&EF FIeasBH&6T/WSHevmet] Q& TH emnLn

FeNGF FTCHBHIGET, AP HMTTHMBS HeUMTSL LIWLETLMG S S0
B &ETIIHET CUTETMH BML (DMM&ET &) 60T emm Wi
HMTVGL LEH MG QUTBHSILD.

"Limev JLNGaq &0 6T6dTm G560 UIN6L eJ6mLp & LPIHet) SUl 6T LTSS
UmeL Q&TH&S WeTilevs & &6T CHTellel Flanevd @ LI LIMey

5. LILPBIGAUSY SI6UT&HET (1 H([HSSTHITR 60 CLISGH M.

1929-@6v FF.Ceu.gm. QUMY WCLRAWIT aUbSELTS eUenT
aUTCaIM@GLD G&IT &IT. 6T6L6VIT 2_[flemLou b GUIMHMS), 6TLD. @)eIlLiTery
(2013). &8l Ceart Limf]. FNbids LI, T S0 Cel6rT ML I600T] LDGBTML.
(Call no: Tamil RSING 070.4092 TAM]

2G5 QF el s FMTOSRMTT AW, "Feng Goeaud 2
66T SHem&Wiledr BTWS Fend CFemel 6TedTm CLITFemeuuiev
AUF T Q& WIS MITET. “LIesor LD GILILIIHLL"? 6T60TM &:608 6UEHELD
AUMBIGL B &THeawll UMHMWS. LI6TTLOMS 6Tk &T06
el etedTm QLIWLIFl6L QUIMTBETITE: 6UIMEIG6UemS FMTHIGE MITI.
"2 WFe|D STLPE|LD"? 6T60TM HeNS, SIS EIGET 60 2 W
D HMH56T HBIGET B TTHM S LIL6TLH SS QLTI mesT
LD(HS ST FTETMISHNLDE HTL LY 2 6V6VITE LIWLIGOTLD QF6V6I6mMS
QALPGSEITERS QGTETIMSEH G NRME. DS TLS SIS G
2 flLIaIET"? 6T6dT &:60)8 600 THE:5:56M & Qalefll IS SR M.
Qeueflulev nemesTaflem DG LILIGUESTGLITEV [HLY.85(ELD 8560076 60T,
f 1960 SeuemeT FHCHRGS UMTTHNSSHETTE Q& TH ML
LGSSIR M6, "SHervgifl 2 6T6oTm 8605 G\ LIEToT6t0 D& @) empaGLID
QE&ETH LW MLUWLNTE UGS TS LILL B 6TETSI.
“L96iTem 6@ LI6iTe0) 611" 6T6dT M S60085 U160 (L& eumerfludledr Limedluiey
QB TEVED) VGG 2ETMEGLD GoUemEVILITET6IT LD6t6oTEN) & 60T & 6T0TEL 6T,
GLPIHEN G 6TE0T S|6MEOTEUEMT LD @)LPMHS LDEoT GBIl WM& mITeT.

WIge|eny
EHTVHESLLSH6 IF. Gau. QUIIWITT Si6uF&6T SLALDBITL 1960
JgOHUGSHW SMTHEHD QEIGLD dHOTTGHSHS. 1929-G)60
3jauifledT auBen s @i QLB el IL|etoTTem el gHLG SHWS!.
AnsLLTS sUlprsefler eurhailey, 9iTHW6 seulillleveuns
FssF FIEH 055505 gHUBSS Galsm@ I 6re6rm
CHpM&E&HCuCW 1932-@e sl FIHGHSF FRsID
Camhmel&GaslLUlLE. G S5S 1935-@6 Camarmlw sidlh
Wre sIPFseilenLCu gL L &emev, @evERHIL L TaISHMNES
AGH L LGl

Flev HMGHGET Hel, QUGBLLTTaTEn6Y, SLABTL G Fens
QAUMPEHGHWCW LITH LG Ser. &mH LIl 60806 LI6woT
L060OTLD, QUITBHSIT LO6TOTLD, eUmIemLD, QUITBETTSTT gmms
STpe|, eLBILNGems GLTETM & [ LIGILIT([H 6T emer Gl
Q\G5IT6TOT LY (1H 15 & 60T. GLOSYILD S 60T6m ML STeLEL_L_SF6V LDG:8 @55
@ (BHS QUMDSICLIMTE S TSI EHLD, HemTLILIL Mg EHLOSTE0T.
UMMIET FMTES MBS EHLD @) &5 mIsHenS6rlev &TeuoreuITin. 2

GUITI&&ITeVEIGET, BleteuuN6V6VITE G185 THES6rfILILITEOT &MeVIkIgH 6T
6T60T HEDIL_GH6T LIV @ (BHHSHTEVILD D &HHMEVSHLL LI LIL|&HETSHITLD
ARISLILT QERWSHMNHGSG allGH L LT eTaTml Fn mleor ey
98 065 WI6TmI. @) 60TMI LIGVAUTMITE 6UETIES &600T1q.(H& LD
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FiIms HLALD @euEHERWSH MG eLH6V SITIE0OTLD LD (LOETGEuTITLY
WSS MeTTS 66T 2L TFIDLSTL LemL LI &ECeTWMGLD. 4
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