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Microform Collection and Services 
at the Lee Kong Chian Reference Library 

Microfilming the National Library’s 
collections began in the 1950s. 
It was initiated as a move to 
preserve and archive Singapore’s 
documentary heritage. Beginning 
with a collection of old newspapers 
and manuscripts, microfilming 
activities was stepped up to include 
the filming of government records, 
as well as rare and out-of-print 
Singapore materials. 

Over the years, this collection 
was further enhanced through the 
addition of titles acquired from the 
British Library, Malaysian libraries, 
National University of Singapore 
Library, University Microfilms 
International and the Library of 
Congress. Today, the collection has 
grown to an extensive archive of 
24,000 microfilm reels and 12,500 
fiches that forms an integral part of 
the Singapore and Southeast Asian 
collections at the Lee Kong Chian 
Reference Library. 

The collection, housed at Level 11 
of the Lee Kong Chian Reference 
Library, is an invaluable and rich 
resource to many users, from the 
researcher of Singapore history, 
the student conducting social and 
business research, the heritage 
seeker pouring through Singapore’s 
earliest imprints and Jawi manuscripts, 
to the individual tracing his family roots.

The microform collection can 
be broadly categorised into 
newspapers, rare and out-of-print 
books, periodicals and directories, 
government publications and 
dissertations.

Newspapers

The most popularly used resource 
is the newspaper archives. The 
collection comprises approximately
100 Singapore/Malayan newspapers 

dating back to 1827 with the 
publication of Singapore Chronicle 
and Commercial Register (1827 – 1937). 
In addition to the English newspapers, 
papers in the vernacular, namely 
Chinese, Malay/Jawi, and the Indian 
languages (Tamil/ Malayalam/ 
Punjabi) are also represented.

The English-language press sources 
include major papers namely The 
Singapore Free Press (1835 – 1869, 
1884 – 1962), The Straits Times (1845 – ), 
The Singapore Daily Times (1865 – 1882), 
The Malaya Tribune (1914 – 1951), 
The Syonan Shimbun (1942 – 1945), 
Singapore Standard (1950 – 1959) 
and The Singapore Herald (1970 – 
1971) amongst others. The collection 
also contains a host of short-lived 
papers such as Times of Malaya 
(1938 – 1939) and  Eastern Daily 
Mail (1905 – 1908)  which appeared 
during the early 20th century; The 
Eastern Sun (1966 – 1971) and New 
Nation (1971 – 1982) in the 1960s – 70s; 
The Singapore Monitor (1982 – 1985) 
in the 1980s and more recently, Project 
Eyeball (2000 – 2001) and Streats 
(2003 – 2004). The library also 
acquires Malaysian newspapers with 
bearings on the history of Singapore. 
An example is The Malay Mail (1896 – 
1981) which carried news on 
federal proceedings in Kuala Lumpur.

The early English papers catered 
to the European reader and 
were largely commercial in 
orientation. Common features 
include shipping news, commodity 
prices, commercial activities, 
advertisements and social news. 
It was only with the establishment 
of Singapore Daily Times, 
the second English daily in 
Singapore, that the press began to 
engage more deeply into politics.
International news also increased in 
numbers and scope with The Straits 
Times subscription of the Reuters 
News Agency in 1870.
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By the early 20th century, non-
Europeans had established a 
number of English papers. One of 
the more successful ventures was 
The Malaya Tribune  which was 
strong competitor to The Straits 
Times. Supported by Dr Lim Boon 
Keng and a group of prominent 
Chinese and Eurasians, The Malaya 
Tribune aimed “to express the views 
and aspirations of the domiciled 
communities”. 

In the 1970s, the delicate political 
situation of post-independent 
Singapore saw the closure of a 
number of newspapers like The 
Eastern Sun and The Singapore 
Herald. In recent times, attempts 
have been made to diversify 
the newspaper business and to 
liberalise the Singapore media 
scene through the introduction of 
new papers like The Singapore 
Monitor, The New Paper (1988 – ), 
an afternoon tabloid, Project Eyeball 
which targeted the young, educated 
and savvy readers, and commuter 
papers like Streats (2003) and Today 
(2000 – ). All have since ceased 
publication, with the exception of 
The New Paper and Today.

Mirroring the increased 
development of Singapore, the 
vernacular presses flourished 
during the 1870s when the Straits 
Settlements came under the direct 
rule of the Colonial Office in London 
in 1867. The Library’s holdings of 
Malay newspapers include the first 
Malay newspaper published in 
Malaya, the Jawi Peranakan (1876 – 
1895). Edited by Mohameed Said 
bin Dada Mahyiddin, a Penang-
born Indian Muslim and teacher at 
the Raffles Institution, the paper 
was credited with raising the social 
awareness of the Malay community 
and promoting Malay education 
and language. Other titles in the 
collection include: Lembaga Melayu  
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  Microfilm readers in the Lee Kong Chian Reference Library

newspapers serving Malayan region 
respectively. Though many of the 
newspapers dealt with the news 
and concerns back home in India, 
they also provided an important 
avenue for creative and literary 
expressions, thereby fostering the 
birth and development of Singapore 
literature. 

Today, the Library continues to film 
and archive all locally produced 
newspapers such as The Straits 
Times, The Business Times, The 
New Paper, Today, Lianhe Zaobao, 
Lianhe Wanbao, Shin Min Daily, 
Berita Harian, Tamil Murasu and 
youth papers like Friday Weekly and 
Thumb Up Weekly. 

Rare and Out-of-Print Books, 
Periodicals, Directories and 
Government Publications

Substantial volumes of the Library’s 
rare materials as well as its pre-1970 
Singapore imprints were also 
microfilmed. These comprise materials 
from Singapore’s earliest mission 
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Dissertations

To further develop the microfilm 
collection, the Library actively 
acquires dissertations from 
University Microfilms International 
(UMI). To date, this collection 
numbers around 2,000. The 
dissertation collection brings 
together post-graduate and 
doctoral investigations that are 
of social, economic, cultural, 
historical significance to Singapore 
and Southeast Asia. Some of 
the interesting titles include: 
Performing Chinese Street opera 
and Constructing National Culture 
in Singapore, British Merchant 
Enterprise and the Chinese Coolie 
Labour Trade, 1850 – 1874, Kota 
Cina:  Its Context and Meaning in 
the Trade of Southeast Asia in the 
12th to 14th centuries, Siam in British 
foreign policy 1855 – 1938:  The 
Acquisition and the Relinquishment 
of British Extraterritorial Rights, 
amongst others.

Collection Access and Viewing 
Facilities

Patrons can search for titles using 
the Library’s online public access 
catalogue (OPAC), as well as the 
onsite microfilm newspaper index 
and card catalogues. The Microform 
Collection is largely an open-access 
collection with small numbers of 
microfiches and dissertations on 
microfilm kept in closed access 
areas. For open access collections, 
patrons may retrieve the 
microfilms themselves before 
proceeding to the Information 
Counter at Level 11 to register 
for the use of a microfilm reader. 
The microform viewing room 
is equipped with ten microfilm 
readers and one microfiche reader.

Reprographic Facilities

Reprographic prints can be made 
at the photocopying facility at 
Level 11. The current charges are 
$0.60 for A4 size and $0.90 for 
A3 size plain paper. Patrons may 
also place orders for reprographic 
prints on photographic paper at the 
Information Counter.

presses, religious tracts, Jawi 
manuscripts, Peranakan literature, 
travelogues, scholarly journals and 
entertainment magazines, business 
directories and almanacs, Malayan 
maps, language dictionaries and 
even school textbooks. Some of 
these gems include Addresses etc. 
Presented to Mr. Raffles, on the 
Occasion of His Departure from 
Java (1817), Singapore Local Laws 
and Institutions (1823), A Vocabulary 
of the English, Bugis, and Malay  
Languages (1833), The Maritime 
Code of the Malays (1877), Jottings 
Made During a Tour Amongst the 
Land Dyaks of Upper Sarawak, 
Borneo, During the Year 1874 (1879), 
and many others. These collections 
are extremely valuable  for historical 
research on Singapore and Southeast 
Asia. Besides microfilming materials 
from the mission and commercial 
printing presses, the Library 
also regularly microfilms official 
publications such as the government 
gazettes, parliamentary debates, 
annual departmental reports and 
statistical publications issued by 
past and present governments. 

To date, this collection numbers around 
2,000. The dissertation collection brings 
together post-graduate and doctoral 
investigations that are of social, economic, 
cultural, historical significance to 
Singapore and Southeast Asia.

We would like to hear from you! Please email your 
feedback, suggestions and compliments to: 

Quality Service Manager (QSM) 
Telephone: 1800-332 3370 
Fax: +65 6332 3611 
Email: qsm@nlb.gov.sg

On Staff 

I wish to thank Ms Azizah Sidek for the information she provided. The speed 
is remarkable. Truly a hallmark of NLB’s efficiency and quality.  I am most 
impressed! Thanks to you and all involved.
Tan Teck Meng
For Azizah Sidek

Mr Choy was incredibly patient and helpful. He even assisted me in searching 
for the relevant books and when none could be found, he volunteered to 
research and follow-up on my enquiry.  Many thanks.
Sheeren
For Choy Chee Wei

Thanks for your email with the links on my research on the Chinese idea of Hell. 
I want to sincerely express my thanks for Ms Chew’s help in going the extra mile 
for a customer, and it has left a very deep and good impression on me indeed.
Karen Leah Lim
For Chew Lay Lek

I wish to convey my sincere thanks to you for your successful location of the 
serialised reminiscences of my grandfather, R. J. Farrer. That you could do it 
so quickly with such little information from me is a testament to your skills 
and the admirable resources of the Library. Congratulations to the NLB of 
Singapore in having staff like you. 
John Farrer
For Tan Pei Jiun 

Thank you very much for your kind assistance. I realised you have gone 
beyond your call of duty when you went out of your way to locate other 
sources of reference for me to connect. I believe your professionalism will be 
of much help to our work at AVA in future. Appreciate your help and looking 
forward to working more closely with you in future.
Catherine Tan-Teo
For Timothy Pwee Kok Ann

Many thanks for digging up those books to share. Now, thanks to your effort, 
we have a better idea of how much literature there is (or isn’t) on this subject.  
That will certainly help us drill this subject deeper.”
Su Yin
For Ivy Lee Huey Shin

 Thank you very much for the additional information you’ve provided me with 
regard to my enquiries. I took a quick look into some of the websites provided 
and have found them useful and constructive for my research paper! In the 
meantime, I just want to convey my thanks and appreciation on the effort and 
time you have set aside through your hectic schedule to help me locate those 
information! A sterling performance indeed!  Keep up the good work!
Lilian Lyovarin
For Gracie Lee Siew Kheng
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