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Munajaathu Thirattu is the oldest rare Tamil book at the 
National Library. Measuring 105mm x 160mm (portrait) in 
size and containing 100 pages, it was published by J. Paton, 
Government Printer, in Singapore in 1872. 

Munajaathu means `in praise of’. Written by Poet 
Muhammad Abdul Kadir, the entire book is a collection of 
poems in praise of Muslim saints and Prophet Muhammad. 
One poem is dedicated to Saint Sikandar Sahib, who was 
entombed in Kodimalai or Bukit Bedera, which is also 
known as Bukit Larangan or Fort Canning. The author 
has also dedicated a poem to his preceptor, Pandit S. V. 
Narayanasamy Nayagar of Singapore.

ABOUT THE SELLER

On hearing that a book collector, writer and freelance 
journalist, one Mr M Jafar Mohiyuddin of Nagore in India 
has some rare collections in his possession, I visited his 
home in January 2006 and acquired six rare titles in Tamil, 
all printed and published in Singapore more than 100 years 
ago. The content is mainly on Islamic religious literature. 

Mr Jafar Mohiyuddin, who was born in Nagore in 1936, 
worked in Singapore in the 60s and 70s. He was the editor 
of Malaya Nanban, a news weekly in 1962. He went back to 
Nagore in the late 80s. Mr Jafar Mohiyuddin is the author of 
two books and his writings were published largely in Islamic 
magazines. We received news of Mr Jafar Mohiyuddin’s 
sudden demise in August 2006.
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