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Tan Kah Kee and
Lee Kong Chian

Entrepreneurs, business barons and
philanthropists of the highest order
— Tan Kah Kee (1874-1961) and Lee
Kong Chian (1893-1967) were all
these and more, leaving their com-
bined influence on Singapore for over
a century. They were two of Singa-
pore’s most successful entrepreneurs
and millionaires, their fortunes built
on hard work and prudent invest-
ments. They were also ardent sup-
porters of education and community
and social causes, using their wealth
not for personal betterment but to
improve the lot of society as a whole.
It is the fact that they made giving
back to society a way of life that puts
them in a class of their own in social
philanthropy.

“The Legacy of Tan Kah Kee and
Lee Kong Chian" exhibition is initi-
ated by the National Library of Sin-
gapore. It is jointly organised with
the Tan Kah Kee Foundation, and the
participation of Xiamen Library. It is
generously sponsored by the National
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University of Singapore, OCBC Bank,
Auric Pacific Group Ltd, the Tan Chin
Tuan Foundation, Ee Hoe Hean Club,
and contributions from the Tan Kah
Kee Museum (China), Furong Foun-
dation of Nan'an, Johor Bahru Rub-
ber Dealers’ Association, National
Museum of Singapore, Singapore
Hokkien Huay Kuan and their affili-
ated Schools, Hwa Chong Institution,
Lam Ann Association, Singapore
Chin Kang Huay Kuan, Rubber Trade
Association of Singapore, Singapore
Chinese Chamber of Commerce &
Industry and other local institutions.
It is the 4" in a series of major ex-
hibitions held at the National Library
since 2005, starting with Zheng He
& Maritime Asia, followed by Aksara:
The Passage of Malay Scripts, and
Kaalachakra "Wheel of Time': The
Early Indian Influences in Southeast
Asia.

Exhibition Highlights
The exhibition will highlight the con-



tributions of Tan Kah Kee & Lee Kong
Chian to Singapore:

As Entrepreneurs

As Promoters of Education

As Community Leaders

In Leaving a Strong Legacy

Some areas that will be showcased
in the exhibition include what made
them entrepreneurs, the philoso-
phy of the two men’s strong belief
and support for education, and the
change of their national and political
identity.

Related Programmes

Conference

An International Conference entitled
“Tan Kah Kee and Lee Kong Chian:
Their Significance in the Making of
Modern Singapore and Malaysia”,
will be held at the National Library on
28 and 29 November 2008. Speakers
include Dr Yong Chin Fatt (Australia),

——

Prof Yen Ching-hwang (Australia),
Prof Liu Hong (UK), Mr Zheng Bing-
shan (China), Dr Wu Hin Yung (Ma-
laysia), Associate Prof Lee Guan Kin,
Associate Prof Huang Jianli, Asst. Prof

Neo Peng Fu, Asst. Prof Yow Cheun
Hoe and Mr Chua Leong Kian. The
bilingual conference will include si-
multaneous interpreters in English
and Mandarin.

Heritage Trails

Heritage Trails combined with guided
tours of the exhibition will be sched-
uled during the 6-month exhibition.
These include visits to the historical
places associated with Tan Kah Kee
and Lee Kong Chian, such as the Ee
Hoe Hean Club which was a platform
for raising political awareness of the
Japanese invasion of China, and the
headquarters for Tan Kah Kee's vari-
ous Relief Fund efforts. There will also

be trips to the Singapore Chinese
Chamber of Commerce & Industries
Building, the Singapore Hokkien
Huay Kuan and other places.

Public Talks

A public talk in Mandarin on the
Singapore Factors in the Making of
Tan Kah Kee and Lee Kong Chian by
Mdm Chen Yiming (Xiamen) will be
given on 20 July 2008 at 2.00pm in
the Possibility Room at Level 5 of the
National Library. A talk in English will
be organised later in the year and de-
tails will be provided in due course.

Make a date with us and visit The
Legacy of Tan Kah Kee and Lee
Kong Chian Exhibition at Level 10
of the National Library, 18 July — 31
December 2008, 10am — 9pm.
(Closed on Public Holidays)
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