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SUMMARY 

Singapore Tamil Literature 

Tamil li terature is not restri ced to the wr'itings of people in Tam il 

Nadu. It has expanded beyond that geogra ph ica l limit and has be' 

come globa l. Contr ibutors to modern Tamil literature include not 

on ly Tamil authors from Tami l Nadu, but also the Ta mil diaspora in 

Sri Lanka, Ma laysia, Singapore , Eu rope, America, Austra lia and other 

As ian countries who are we ll-versed in Tam il. Contri but ions from cy

bers pace have also taken the Tamil language to new heights. 

As an ini tiative to highlight Singapore's Tam il literatu re output 

over 70 yea rs, we have pub lished two volumes of a bibliography that 

lis ts shorts stor ies and poet ry works over two peri ods. The firs t vol

ume of 'Bibliography of Singapore Tamil Short Stories and Poetry' 

covers work produced between 1930 and 1960. Th e second vol ume 

lists pieces from 1961 to 2000. Singapore Tamil literature does not 

only include th ose published in books, but also in other mass med ia. 

We have also selec ted Tamil newspapers as the National Library ar

chives these in microfilm format and are made accessib le to publ ic 

for reference. 

Srlort stories evolved elurinq th e 1930s and with the pu bl ica t ion 

of the daily Tamil Murasu ne,vspaper, many took tile opportunity to 

ch anne l thei r thoughts and feelings through thei r wri tings . Other 

novi-defunct publica tions such as lv/alai Mani, Singai Nesan, Tamil 

Nesan and Tam il Malar also con tri buted to th e proli fera ti on of sho rt 

stor ies. The themes of these short stories were influenced by real life 

situat ions an d we can see the chan ges in the stories co incide with the 

changes in li fe. In the ea rly 19305, the stories mainly stressed on so

cial reforms. Themes like wi dow remarriage s, inter-caste marriages 

and condemnation of superstitious beli efs anel practices were popu

lar among the writers. During the Second Worlel vVa r. stor ies reflected 

the quest and yearning for freedom that the milieu stoked. 

The period between 1959-1965 is seen as the renaissance of 

Tamil Li terature in Singapore. Many ac tiv ities like writing competi

t ions, cul tural events and rel igiou s event s paved the way to a bu rst 

of sho rt stories and poems. Singai Nesan, Tamil Mura5u, Malaya Nan 

ban, Tamil Nesan and many other newspapers encouraged people 

to writ e. Tamil Nesan con ducted workshops on how to write stor ies. 

Tamil Murasu conducted story writi ng com pet itions, and many other 

act iv ities tha t brought out the creativity and passion in people. Dur

ing th is period, the country went through polit ical upsurges, socia l 

upheava l and fina ncial in stability an d al l t hese uncertain ties kindled 

the quest for racial iden

t ity among the Tami ls and 

lead to a str ing of short 

stories and poems ref lect

ing their experiences in 

real life. 

Some of the ear ly pi

on ee rs like Na. Palan ive

lu, Ka. Perumal, Sa rma, 

Mu. I\a. Guru samy, Se. Ve. 

Shan mukam, Puthumai

elasan, Na. Govi ndasam y, 

Rama. Kannap iran, Ma. 

Ilankannafl, A.P. Shan

mugam, Peri. Neela. 

Palanive lan and poets li ke 

Amalathasan, Muruga-

dasan, Patheral Iiamaran, 

K.T.M. Iqbal. K. Jarneela , 

Paranan , M. Thanga rasan and many more have co ntri buted to the 

growth of Tamil literature. 

Since th e 1980s there have been co nsi stent co ntribution s from 

authors and Tamil works have received recognition at the nationa l 

leve l. Authors were commended by the government and various as

sociations. The Cultural Medallion Award, and Tamizhavel Award are 

some of th e cachets con ferred. Ano ther prestigious award is The 

Southeast Asian Writers Awards (SEAWrite), which is des igned to 

honour leading poets and writers in the Association of Southeast 

Asian Na t ions (ASEAN) region. Th e recipien ts of this award are Ma. 

Iianka nnan, Paranan, Rama Kannabi ran, Na. Govindasamy, K.T.M. 

Iqba l and Puthumaidasan. The ir wri tings have morphed into new 

directions anel now focus on such challenging them es as logic, edu

cati on, creativ ity, science, politics, psycilology, comedy etc. 

Thi s bibliography will serve as too l fo r literary enthus ias ts, re

searchers ancl the pub lic to identify the works of the authors and 

refer to their ori ginal works published in the newspapers. It is an 

honour fo r the National Library Board in coll aboration with the Na

ti onal Ins titute of Educa tion to collate the Tami l language works of 

Singaporean writers, which would have otherwise gon e unnot iced. 
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