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Lee Kong Chian Research Fellow:

Dr Mahani Binti Awang
Avid believer of peace and justice

by MAHANI BINTI AWANG

Lee Kong Chian Research Fellow
National Library

Dr Mahani was awarded the Lee Kong Chian Research Fellowship
by Ms Ngian Lek Choh, Director, National Library, at a signing
ceremony held on 29 July

(From left to right) Ms Isabel Kam, Senior Manager, Publishing and
Research Services; Mr Johnson Paul, Deputy Director, Publishing
and Research Servics; Ms Ngian Lek Choh; Dr Mahani; Mr Chia
Yeow Tong, Lee Kong Chian Research Fellow and witness for Dr
Mahani; Ms Kartini Binte Saparudin, AssociateLibrarian, Lee
Kong Chian Reference Library; and Ms Masamah Ahmad, Senior
Library Officer, Publishing and Research Services

Although born in Kelantan, | spent most of my childhood in the
neighbouring state of Terengganu where my father worked at a
land scheme, and received my early education in Kuala Berang
in Terengganu. Kuala Berang is a humble rural town, but has
an important and ancient local history. It is famously known
as the place where the Terengganu Stone was found. The
stone which has an inscription dated 1303 A.D. is commonly
accepted as archival evidence of the early arrival of Islam to the
Malay Peninsula.

In addition to this, Kuala Berang also goes down in history
as the first royal town in Terengganu when the first sultan of
Terengganu, Sultan Zainal Abidin I, made Kuala Berang his
home. The importance of Kuala Berang in the history of Malaya
is evident during the colonial period when it became one of
the strongholds of the famous Terengganu Peasant Uprising
(against the British) in 1928, led by the religious leader Haji
Abdul Rahman Limbong.

These exciting historical facts were unknown to me until
| became a student at the School of Humanities in Universiti
Sains Malaysia. While pursuing my degree in History at the
university, | learned in my Malaysian history classes that
my childhood days were spent in a district that experienced
events of historical proportions. This discovery was even more
meaningful when | recalled my close friends remembering their
grandfathers as “brave fighters who fought the white men".

My tranquil life in a laid back rural town in Terengganu
changed tremendously when my family moved to Ipoh, in

Perak, on the west coast of Peninsular Malaysia. Dubbed
as the “mining town"”, Ipoh opened up new challenges to my
family and me. Perak was unlike the predominantly Malay
states on the east coast of Peninsular Malaysia where | had
lived previously. The city of Ipoh had a multi-ethnic and multi-
religious population. The exposure to other ethnic groups,
religions and culture proved to be a new experience that would
have a lasting impact on me and shaped my world view. My
time in Ipoh helped me to grow up with a better understanding
of other people and communities with different beliefs and
cultures. In 1978, at an impressionable age of 14 | attended
an all-girls school in Ipoh where | met and made friends
with girls from other ethnic groups. This was significantly
different from my “Terengganu days" when my friends were
predominantly Malays.

While in secondary school, | was known as a talented
artist. My group won second place in the state level painting
competition held in conjunction with the National Day
celebrations in the early 1980s. | still like to paint. Besides
painting, | also enjoy music and am a fan of the late Michael
Jackson. My appreciation of the arts also extends to drama.
| own a wide collection of popular Korean dramas and am
particularly drawn to dramas such as Jewel in the Palace
and Hwangjini which focus on women's life in the great
Joseon dynasty.

| enjoy cooking and have passion for Indian Muslim food. |
also like reading, particularly magazines and books on antique
collections, paintings and museums. Museum visits are a must
whenever I'm on holiday with my family. | visit museums not just
as a hobby but also because it is useful to me as a consultant
to the Penang State Museum. | believe that museums, besides
textbooks, are important in educating people and the younger
generation on the meaning of history and nation-building.

An avid believer of peace, justice and respect for all, |
fervently hope that all nations, regardless of wealth and power,
respect the sovereignty and freedom of every other nation.
| also look forward to the day when gender discrimination
is a thing of the past and when women are treated equally,
respected and appreciated at all levels of the society.

For information on the Lee Kong Chian Research Fellowship,
please contact the Administrator at:

Email: LKCRF@nlb.gov.sg

Tel: 6332 3348

Fax: 6333 7990
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