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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SINGAPORE CHINESE LITERATURE COLLECTION IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY

According to many researchers, the development of modern
Chinese literature in Singapore can be traced back to 1919,
when the May Fourth Movement (EPUizzf) took place in
China. Also known as the New Culture Movement, this resulted
in a new trend in the writing style and language used in Chinese
literary works. The written language used mirrored spoken
language more closely than classical texts had previously.
During that period, literature in Malaysia and Singapore
was commonly termed as “Chinese Literature in Malaya”
(B4E3CE) or “Chinese Literature in Singapore and Malaya”
(FTB4E3232%). It was only after the separation of Singapore

from Malaysia in 1965, that the concept of Singapore Chinese
literature (FTANEAESCCE or FHtETH) emerged.

Fang Xiu was a prominent writer and among the first
scholars to conduct research into the history of Singapore
Chinese literature. Besides Fang Xiu, Wong Meng Voon
and Yeo Song Nian, too, have written books on the
same subject.

This article highlights some of the significant works from the
Singapore Chinese Literature Collection that are available in
the National Library Singapore.
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