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About the article
P Krishnan, who uses the
pseudonym Puthumaithasan,
is a prolific Tamil writer and 2008
Cultural Medallion award winner.
Well-versed in Tamil literature and
grammar, he is also regarded as an
authority on the language.
Krishnan started writing
professionally in 1951 but rose
to prominence in the mid-1960s
with his radio play Adukkuveettu
Annaasamy, a 52-episode comedic
drama based on life in Housing
and Development Board flats.
He then wrote a 52-episode sequel,
Maadiveettu Mangalam, which was
also widely praised. His extensive
literary output includes about 40
short stories, more than 100 articles,
poems, reviews and special radio
plays, and over 360 social, comedic,
literary and thriller dramas. He has
published six books, and at the age
of 80 is still an active writer.
Krishnan joined Radio Singapore
in 1953 as a part-time artiste for the
Indian and Tamil school programmes
section. He became a full-time
announcer for the Indian section
after 1963 and retired in 1992 as
a senior executive producer-
presenter. Over the course of his
career, he encouraged children
to participate in programmes that
he had created especially for them.
Many of his students have become
famous writers and radio and
television presenters.
In recognition of Krishnan’s
dedication and contribution to
the Tamil language and literary
landscape, he has been conferred
many prestigious local and
international awards. His legacy will
be a long-lasting one that is felt for
many generations to come.

Exhibition by the

National Library Board

The National Library Board (NLB)
launched an exhibition on 10 March
2012 to showcase the literary works
and accomplishments of P. Krishnan.
Held at the National Library Building
till 22 April 2012, R Krishnan:

His Literary Journey was part of an
exhibition series to honour pioneer
writers for their contributions to
local literary arts. To facilitate a
wider appreciation of P. Krishnan’s
achievements, the exhibition was
moved to two public libraries after
22 April: Bukit Merah Public Library
(23 April = 22 May) and Jurong West
Public Library (23 May - 21 June).
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About the author

Sundari Balasubramaniam is

a Librarian with the National
Library Arts division. She helped
to compile the Bibliography of
Singapore Tamil Literature (1872 —
2009) and organised the exhibition
P, Krishnan: His Literary Journey,
held recently at the National
Library Building.



