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About the article
The study of literary language
examines both the science and
art of the style that the writer
employs in his writing, ranging
from the choice of language
register, structure and tone
to expressions. This helps
researchers to expand their
understanding beyond that of
a writer’s technical finesse and
style, enabling them to reach
deep into the writer’s feelings and
imagination and to have a better
grasp of the meaning that the
writer is conveying in the story.
In this article, Low Siew Tin
studies the literary language
of Singapore writer Yao Zi
through his many novels, paying
close attention to his choice
of expression in laying out
scenes and his use of dialect
She highlights the beauty of his
language and his exceptional
ability in moving readers with
his words, often utilising both
style and register to help them
relate to the characters in the
story. She also notes the many
vanished Singapore scenes that
have been preserved through
Yao Zi’s vivid descriptions. To her,
the enjoyment of Yao Zi’s novels
comes not just from plotlines
or beautiful language;itis also
the joy of visualising the scenes
and the era he has painted with
his words. The beauty of literary
language, she concludes,
is embodied in words that take
on a life of their own.
Learn more about Yao Zi
by visiting the Singapore
Literary Pioneers Gallery at
http:/exhibitions.nlb.gov.sg/
literarypioneers.
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