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About the article

News of the closure of

the Rediffusion at the

end of April 2012 was

met with dismay by many
Singaporeans. Launched on
1 August 1949, Rediffusion
was a private radio station
in Singapore which gained
popularity from the 1950s to
the 1980s. It had more than
120,000 subscribers at its
peak. Dialect programmes,
especially radio drama and
storytelling, were the main
reason for its appeal.

They attracted listeners
of all ages to tune in faith-
fully every day. Mr Koh Eng
Soon, a Chinese writer and an
active collector of resources
on Singapore performing
arts, was also a loyal listener
of Rediffusion in his younger
days. Until recently, Mr Koh
also co-hosted a programme
on Rediffusion. In this article,
he shares his personal
memories of Rediffusion
and the impact it had on
the social and recreational
life of Singaporeans.

Through the staging of
concerts, Rediffusion had
raised money for various
charitable causes. Many
singing talents of the 1950s-
60s were also discovered
through its singing competi-
tions. Rediffusion was a
platform for nurturing the
early careers of many promi-
nent radio deejays. Shortly
after the station closed
down, former Rediffusion
deejay Madam Chang Mei
Hsiang announced her plans
to revive Rediffusion after
buying over its brand name
and broadcasting equipment.

In 2009, Rediffusion
donated some of its
magazines and photographs
to the National Library. Some
of these are on display at
the Donors Gallery at the
National Library Building.



1958 FmA T R R IBLL FR M E SR

National Library Board, 2009.

(D) #mos5tanEmRil

ABEATEWTE, MPEFRRRSEERMES

EERFER ZA R LR BT TE B R REAL S,

fin:

o 1953FF1965F Fr £ MNIIBLE TR TZ AT A
— BB IEEERE

o 1960FRFLLRERBHAAKLARRE

o 198FAMNBNSBEN “REXFEAR"
MURENSRESEFES

o 1970F ) ‘RRE. RE.REHRS KT
NERFERITAERES

o 1973F N HERBIASR” NEME ST
ZREN

SGARENMED T ARTED, MUFFR AR

R EERNEBB B R R AT Ko

(Z) #hEARSRITHRAELE

TR 1950 R E1980F KA B2 DIIBLLRE,
AMNRHEBRAS ENFEE. BN EBEREZITR
HFER. RERBLEREBRESITZ2R2RIBZLT
ERBSM, TR T RER L, SREBEHELE
HHSBEIEEFERENSWERAREFIE

&
MR

Source: Rediffusion Donor Collection, National Library Board. All rights reserved. Rediffusion and

-

£

BERIBH. 19535 R 1965 F H# DML RABRE REK
H, 1965 SRS M AT SR A9 E o AR AR T 20 A
WIBLE T L mLF & (LB A S, R EZARIH LS
BiAm N BIE T R R FRERE. DI,
AR MRITHRHEEEFER R/ NE. TR KRB
MITE. ERSMRE —EAAFEREENRT.
Bz, WS EDRIBLERER AL T A5 AR
HEEE, ENIZEEEARZENNFEEA, (REF
IR IR E L R

(m) $BFFTBSEEAS

AR AP 7S AT LA FR 9 T A A BOIE R IR IR . IX L3R
WA EEMRERFIRZT KT REZMN &
R, BIERR. KA XRIE Bk KD BRFR
4. EBHSH. BT RANHE, R HIBHNIE
BIHATA. BEXE BREREFLEHNHTRR
R, RSB AHEIT ARBIXI . TEAY AT 7St R] DAFR 9 35
FRZATHFEE, ROMBREZEAREZIERIHHK
R, BRI BAE. AR BBFEE, Ak
AR BRI ER TR, tI&EHILTMNE
NEMEANEMRIAAT R[N FBITNSIH. K
WA REIEN S RIPEES —FRFNESR, MO



B OCTHNE EHZESEMEL

ERBMBTE LT F4 4

P IR FEATURE 21

T HIRE RS 1953 E 1965 £+

ZRZARTREIIEILRE, HFS

MZARFELFR R EIFILAI R K

R BT FIEHY:

* BATIEBCREFENOARE», F1957FF/5E
%, SEMABET=%.

* BRIEEGH)T19565FFEHA, 19584 1960

FEMN1962FEEBE=2.
s MABFR)F1958EMI062EBE—Z.

* XA(EMHFE)EMN—KIERHEWR DS MW

M7 S IIB L TR IR o
o BRMZT1959FM1961FBE—Z.
o BRIMEF1959FE hEE—&.
o BHEFI962FEBE R, 1964FEBE—H.
o SHEF1964EBE=2,

X/ AEZ R, BETT Tl RERE
FL A MERAT AR 9Bk 2 o K RS B ETE RORAT
HRHANE e

1965 2B £ TRREI ELE], HA1966E 519684
HEFBEZATEAE. SINXFHEZ AR LR IK R IR &
ZHFE: BREE. BERE. HA. BE.CRAXR. PEA.
WEZE. XK. IEMILBIFERN N BXAIEEE.

1966512818 BHBWAIFE BB & E I

B RIIGLERORE” , HFREH
K. SEMEES SRR (BERRK)

19685F 12519 HAHIM 75 £ BRI EEFRA
REE, SBETFHRR: THR=. B ik
H FEE . KA. 2RI AR R AT

EETHE: THEMEEE. 2 A% T

EFRENTRTF T

o B8 BRHEEGNIE e HE—%: TERIE CKRBERIKIEY .
saiihind B . BIE S OBLD .

© HTE BERED © B=£: BHEEBERD, RIXEDH
B A ST RO BT IR o —

© BEE: L . BmE HEBE CSHXRNARTE
(FZ) S« ! £ 4fisE .o B .

c HEmE: FREFGR)IB o HHZ: YIIE KRR .
«=EZy,

° FERE:HARGIE
« B F» o
° TR
= =B (BB ARIE o
- BREFF (&)1« REE» -
- REHRE)IBEGBS .
- DELA(E)BGHNTEIL.
- BEEE)E«ELL».
- SRBZE () BEBESZAY .
- BRAINE (1R) 18 <5 .
- MBE (I8) BE<BERSE, RIXELHI
E
- HRE (I8) B BFHMARAEM o
- ERIE (%) 18 CER .

EXMBERERFH, AR ZEE
SRAATIE  PRETES B BITER T 415K
ZRIBR.

AREIRERS 901967 F W REFRATHA LR RORTE ATNBHMAE-

Courtesy of Koh Eng Soon. All rights reserved. Victory Records Co., 1967.

ZMBRREMG I BRKBEMNZHEH. XMW
M E#REN BEREI R ERRAT TEGLET

—ETTIBR.

ZiE
FEAE, BHIREARKHIMNPEEFRRZS
R IARARERDMERKHE, FHE£20126581H
ERXFHE. BR6A16H, BIRR BRKEFEH
BB ESR M R E ER, R R
FEIRERE. BXASTSRAHERROR DG,
RATNARE BIENES, MERNWHES
RET AT R ARIE VKIMFBEFWHRAE
RBERARS, FREREFENHETE, that
BRAMRARNTRERTHTERNT. FEILIRIX63
F, M EERE EETABUEN—TT, RE
Sk, AT SR ER LA, BolES.

E: MARE2012BP SRR LA, MAFEIE

R www.facebook.com/rediffusionsg.

(E=RBAEBHRM: VFKIR)

mERe

SEEA e

CRLTELSCELLC /2« DEFENCE
. o e FUND
REQUESY,

o 5'!

s

1]
k-
T T T

Courtesy of Koh Eng Soon. All rights reserved. TREIFERS, 1974; All rights
reserved. BIAYFERS, 1968; Lin Chen Donor Collection, National Library Board.
Allrights reserved. TIHI MRS 75 S 8RLKRA, 1956.



BiblioAsia Oct - Dec 2012

A& “&E7 TR
MAMFEEE2012F£581HIE
HIEHEZH0, ZBREXEFTR
UEREHER, I BEFD
RE—REBFH “EAHT
B, BEERARFEALEN
«HRE>— M, R E A ESE
WAk 50 TS 2IWNE
Wr AR T RE R, B MNEIRZ
HR?

PRk IR 32 G B iR, X —Ht
&X_\TNME’\]? IFERAE: 8
BE TEHRK) .. 2R
?§m1 5 7%"\ BEMt. BHR
(F7); FERBRTHBR: B i
TRRHE KB BmHIT. B
B 'R (R  BEF RS
. X218 (18 5%

Vol. 8 Issue 3

ZZBENTNNS TR RS #&, 1960s. Source: Rediffusion Donor Collection, National Library Board.
Allrights reserved. Rediffusion and National Library Board, 2009.

N EREREER ——mATEE R A
FmKEREBERETWHTSN—LEHY. W
RIRFFS EHA AR A B IR — G BCRIR LR
AHE. HENBERNES, SHIEHIHLRMN
AY, BN ER R REEE. XEHYLht
BIE AL B ARILE F M HE L AR AR, S,
A9 PT 7S T 28 A SRR ERED R T HFF, aNARFS 0B

FOIERIAEAR. A%, HARSEAMBM
E'Jﬁ%i\ HBE. TEx.

A B XM HE . EREMS T EELE
XRE FRERAXRENTRFNEEREBE
M REE RS TR B ) B B EE SR, s e %
BAMIBERE <RMBRY « KBEERRY, Wit
Ehttp://newspapers.nl.sg.

UFFMEEREBEIOEMNBRETHESL

TESOHRWHEFE2009F BB XY, BFEIE
A RS BARELRBER. BBESEEIEE
tERRE, ERABRNR A GETEERREH
S TR RS #E 1958 F M ISR R

BB LR MHEHERE AXATUTFEKXGTS
ZEBEER, S EMFEBEXEER, Wik
http://donors.nl.sge
BRILASN, AR BRI A T ERR
EEMBHERM. FIMEEREERRETADLS
WA BEAXNE S B, ARA6000HES
LR BFEERBEYAN KFHFIT UK EEMNEE
RS MERBLEFAORBSLER, MR #HE
RUFAX HHRENEFMITFETERIAZ
o BXBR AR LEREERMIEE N, Wik

http://www.a20.com.sge

&gt
RO VPRI AR INMB R RRHERNER
MFEF

About the author

Leong Hui Chuan is an Associate Librarian with the National Library Heritage division. She oversees the
Chinese donor collections and selects materials to be digitised for the Singapore Memory Project. She was
formerly part of a project team that managed the indexing of articles and book chapters on Singapore.



23F BibliNSIATRL - BEEREIE S R A 3L

BEER .« STOUT

Vol. 8 Issue 3

el

fapes WA oW .Ah.
shages  EELE RETA o
.E REESFERARES

Source: Rediffusion Donor Collection,
National Library Board. All rights
reserved. &

EHER AT, 1951, HEE
HER AT, 1960; EEEHM AT, 1961.

S%4H

CEFENEHES. HEAHRE REZRS
% (1999) o «fEfFHE NEFIE S 38 R
Ero LR FEEFHARIT. FHS: RSING
q909.04951 EN

HEEHER(2003). «F: EEHIBEANIE.
N I ERSEES . TR
£ RSING 384.54Y

#IB(19985F2A21H). HWETHHL & -
«BXERR», 5133 201257 A4H, B
http:/newspapers.nl.sgo

it SRk (i), (1979). <AEMNBRE

EM50£E1929-1979> . FHhns: [RMBIR]. &=
HE: RSING 959.57 SIN -[HIS]

BER(19974F5A15H). T # - KIBE M=
INRBITTHERD . «BRERHR», 7132 #F2012
f£7H48, Bhttp:/newspapers.nl.sgo

X #N4A(19894E5 B 14H). «EiEMBEIE T «
A& E4R», T18. £ F201247 H9H, Bhttp:/

newspapers.nl.sgo

BRiER. AEB(19924F1A 26R). «<kF
W —B . «BXERH», T149. HTF
201247 B9H, Bhttp:/newspapers.
nl.sg.

PFKIF(2010)0 «FiB/\+—»c FAN: 1k
i T{EFF. Z4HS: RSING c818.2 XYS

AR - BT RS E#iE G KR
#FIF%. (198945 H14H). «BEA R
#{» 718, HF20124£7H9H, Bhttp:/
newspapers.nl.sg.

Chan, K. B. & Tong, C. K. (Eds.). (2003).
Past times: A social history of
Singapore. Singapore: Times Editions.
Call no.: RSING 959.57 PAS -[HIS]

Chan, R. (2012, April 15). Rediffusion
launch pad. The Straits Times. Retrieved
July 25, 2012, from Factiva database.

Chia, J.Y.J. (2007). Rediffusion. Retrieved
July 4, 2012, from http:/infopedia.nl.sg/
articles/SIP_1198_2008-10-24.html.

McDaniel, Drew 0. (1994). Broadcasting
in the Malay world: radio, television, and
video in Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia,

and Singapore. Norwood, NJ: Ablex Pub.

Call no.: RSING 302.2340959 MAC

Lim, R. (2012, June 30).When storytellers
ruled the airwaves. The Straits Times.
Retrieved July 4, 2012, from Factiva
database.

Recordings of popular Rediffusion
programmes will be available online.
(2012, April 9). Channel NewsAsia.
Retrieved July 25,2012, from Factiva
database.

Rediffusion: Singapore. Singapore:
Rediffusion, [198-]. Call no.: RSING
384.540655957 RED

FEATURE

23



