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Zhou Heping is the director

of the National Library of China
(Vice Minister Level), director

of China National Center for
Preservation & Conservation of
Ancient Books, and the honorary
president of the Library Society
of China.
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THEDIGITALLIBRARY PROMOTION PROJECT

is a public digital culture project that
started in May 2011. It is sponsored by the
Ministry of Culture of China and Ministry
of Finance of China and administered by
the National Library of China. The Promo-
tion Project focuses on breaking down
barriers between different industries and
libraries in disparate places with technol-
ogy, as well as building interconnected
digital library systems and resource ware-
houses. These infrastructure develop-
ments provide digital cultural services
with the aid of omnimedia, and promote
both the service ability and service level
of local libraries, which will propel the
library forward. The Promotion Project
has plans to build “One Warehouse, One
Network and Three Platforms”. This
means building several digital resource
construction centres, preservation centres
and service centres; graded and distribut-
ed cultural public resource warehouses to
achieve centralised planning, scheduling
and management; a cultural virtual
network whose core node is the national
digital library and other main nodes like
provincial digital libraries through
network channels such as the Internet,
mobile communication networks, broad-
cast television and satellite networks, as
well as modern network technologies such
as VPN; a centralised show platform of
Chinese culture (a lifelong learning plat-
form), and an international culture com-
munication platform. Strongly supported
by the central and local governments, the
Promotion Project has made progress in
virtual network building, hardware and
software platform deployment, digital re-
sources construction, new media services,
promotion and training. e
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