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Professor Zhang Renfeng is a member of the Shanghai Research Institute of Culture

and History. He has been involved in the study of Zhang Yuanji, renowned educationist,
bibliographer and founder of China’s modern publishing business. He compiled the
10-volume Works of Zhang Yuanji; his own works include the Collection of Research Papers
on Zhang Yuanji, and Zhang Yuanji, an Enlightener of the People, Chronicle of Life of Zhang
Yuanji, and Zhang Yuanji, an Enlightener of the People.

IN THIS SECOND ARTICLE BY PROFESSOR ZHANG
Ren Feng (the first was published in
BiblioAsia Oct-Dec 2013, Vol. 9 Issue 3),
he outlines the 20 years of friendship be-
tween Khoo Seok Wan (1874 -1941) and
Kang You Wei (1858 -1927) that began at
the start of the 20th century by piecing
together their letters to one another over
the years, as well as their respective poet-
ry. In the course of his research, Professor
Zhang clarifies some myths about their
friendship, as well as provides insights
into certain historical events in the late
Qing dynasty (1644-1911). The manu-
script of Khoo and Kang’s letters are kept
by the family of Mr. Ong Cheng Kian, de-
scendent of Khoo Seok Wan.
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